
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary of Interior, Ryan Zinke has issued a broad directive for modernizing and streamlining the NEPA 
process contained in Secretarial Order 3355 (copy attached) which reflects recommendations advanced 
by diverse industry advocates: 

1.  Setting timelines: Establishes a one-year target for the completion Environmental Impact Statements; 
Initial timelines will be established by the lead agency prior to publication of a notice of intent to 
prepare an EIS; deviations of more than three months by the Assistant Secretary over the lead 
agency. 

2.  Page limits:  No more than 150 pages with exceptions for unusually complex projects. 

3.  Environmental Assessments: Each bureau directed to submit time and page limits for smaller 
Environmental Assessments (EAs). 

4.  Additional Streamlining Measures: Within 30 days, each Assistant Secretary will provide 
recommendations for further streamlining actions including: 

• Streamlining the surnaming process 

• Development of additional categorical exclusions from NEPA 

• Best practices and their broader deployment including those established in the recent Executive 
Order on Infrastructure Projects 

• Regulatory and policy revisions 

The Secretarial Order serves, in part, as the Department’s efforts to implement the President’s recent 
EO 13807 of Establishing Discipline and Accountability in Environmental Review and Permitting for 
Infrastructure Projects. The Secretarial Order is not limited to infrastructure projects and extends those 
principles and streamlining efforts to all of DOI’s NEPA-related actions.  The true test of this reform is 
whether NEPA processes conducted under this Order can withstand legal challenges.   
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