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Traces of our past are all around us, laying on the ground 
or buried just beneath the surface. 
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CRO Core Responsibilities

Project Review

Fieldwork Consultation

Stewardship Education

Contracts



Project Review: Cultural Properties Protection Rule

2021
• Establishment of the Cultural Resources Office
• Proposal of the CPP Rule
2022
• Completion of Public Comment and Tribal 

Consultation
• Publication of the CPP Rule
2023
• Implementation of the CPP Rule 

How it Started: 

Twine House Pueblito in Largo Canyon, NM
Navajo Defensive Habitation Site

• Cultural Properties were being destroyed
• This problem is illegal and preventable

The Need: 
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Surveyed Unsurveyed

Area Surveyed
• 600,026 Acres Surveyed
• Out of 8,944,748 Acres

Cultural Properties Identified
• 10,509 Cultural Properties
• Covers 37,712 Acres of Trust Land
• 156,835 Unidentified Sites are Estimated

How its Going: 

Archaeologist Anne Curry with Arrowhead
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Project Review: Cultural Properties Protection Rule



Avoidance of Damage

Any persons engaged in activities on state trust 
lands are subject to the requirements of the 
Cultural Properties Act, the Cultural Properties 
Protection Act, and 19.2.24.13 NMAC. Persons shall 
not disturb, dislodge, damage, destroy, or remove 
any cultural properties on state trust lands. Any 
project on state trust lands that has the potential 
to directly or indirectly damage cultural properties 
is additionally subject to the requirements of 
Subsections B, C, D, and E of 19.2.24.8 NMAC.

Persons shall not disturb, dislodge, damage, 
destroy or remove cultural properties. 

Project Review: Cultural Properties Rule



Signed Acknowledgment

Parties shall acknowledge, on a 
form prescribed by the 
commissioner, that they 
understand and agree to comply 
with applicable laws and rules 
pertaining to the protection of 
cultural properties on state trust 
lands.

Parties must understand, agree, 
and comply with the Cultural 
Properties Protection Rule. 

Project Review: Cultural Properties Protection Rule



ARMS Inspection and Survey

Prior to conducting surface disturbing activities, 
parties shall cause a permitted archaeologist to 
submit to the state land office an ARMS inspection 
of the entire area of potential effect… In the best 
interest of the trust, the commissioner, in the 
commissioner’s discretion, may elect to provide the 
ARMS inspection for any particular portion of state 
trust land. 

Archaeological Resource Management System 
inspections help to know if a survey have been, 
or need to be completed. 

Project Review: Cultural Properties Protection Rule



Cultural Survey Support Program

Project Review: Cultural Properties Protection Rule
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Project Review: Cultural Compliance Process
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15 Day Average Turnaround

Project Review: Cultural Compliance Process

Seamless Integration 



NMCRIS (New Mexico Cultural Resources Information System)

NMCRIS is the largest cultural 
resources database in the 
country. 



NMCRIS (New Mexico Cultural Resources Information System)

GIS Data is required to have 
sub-meter accuracy.



NMCRIS (New Mexico Cultural Resources Information System)

Much of the new data is 
accurate within 10 CM. 



NMCRIS (New Mexico Cultural Resources Information System)

Cultural Properties and their 
associated paperwork is 
available and tied to GIS.



Collaborative Projects: With Beneficiaries

Eastern New Mexico University 
Archaeological Field School 



Collaborative Projects: With Research Institutions 

Ground Penetrating 
Radar Tests



Collaborative Projects: With Tribes

Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officer Summit



Collaborative Projects: With Museums

Navajo Pueblito
Stabilization Project



Collaborative Projects: With Other Agencies

Capulin National Monument 
Trail Survey



Collaborative Projects: With Other Divisions

Playa Lakes Restoration 
Cultural Survey



Collaborative Projects: With Other Divisions

Historic Building 
Documentation



Our Division’s Aspirations

Tribes have asked for:

• Formal Consultation Policy

• Traditional Cultural Properties

• Ethnographic Studies

• Tribal Monitors



Thank you 
for helping to protect 
Cultural Properties on 
New Mexico Trust Land!

Cultural Resources Office

CROINFO@slo.state.nm.us

nmstatelands.org/divisions/
cultural-resources-office


