
1960 (No Resolutions) 
 
1961 
1961-1 (A) Proposed “Wilderness System of Lands” Amendments 
1961-2 Mineral Royalties and Rentals 
1961-3 (C) Support of S.B. 111 (87th Congress) – In-Lieu Selections for Military Withdrawals 
1961-5 (E) Support of Water Resources Planning Act of 1961 
1961-6 (F) In Support of Complete Revision of Federal Land Laws 
1961-7 (G) Commendation of BLM Land Sale Policy 
1961-8 (H) Support of HR 1735 (87th Congress) – Requiring an Act of Congress for Withdrawals Exceeding 5,000 Acres 
1961-9 (I) National Forest Multiple Use Management 
1961-10 (J) Cooperation with the Council of State Governments 
 
1962 
1962-1 (A) Canyon Lands National Park (Utah) 
1962-2 (B) Mineral Revenue Distribution by United States 
1962-3 (C) Selection of Unsurveyed Areas and Date of Mineral Classification 
1962-4 (D) Surveying of Unsurveyed Lands 
1962-5 (E) Mineral Status Records for Surveyed Lands 
1962-6 (F) Mineral Status Records for US Public Lands Located by Protraction 
1962-7 (G) Exchanges of Lands Within Military Withdrawals 
1962-8 (H) Youth Conservation Corp 
1962-9 (I) Opposition to “Wilderness Bill” 
1962-10 (J) Naval Petroleum Reserve No. 4 
1962-11 (K) Withdrawal Limitations of Five Thousand Acres 
1962-12 (L) Public Lands Appeals Board 
1962-13 (M) Federal Grant for Planning of Outdoor Recreation 
1962-15 (O) Conference Locations 
 
1963 
1963-1 Mineral Leasing Act Revenues 
1963-2 Satisfaction of State Land Grants 
1963-3 Federal and State Land Exchanges 
1963-4 Recordation of Mining Locations 
1963-5 Use of Federal Lands 
1963-6 Canyon Lands National Park 
1963-7 Indemnity Selection, Unsurveyed Lands 
1963-8 Surveying of Unsurveyed Lands 
1963-9 Mineral Status Records for Surveyed Lands 
1963-10 Exchange of Land, Military Withdrawals 
1963-11 Youth Conservation Corps 
1963-12 Wilderness Bill, S. 4 
1963-13 Naval Petroleum Reserve No. 4 
1963-14 Withdrawal Limitations of Five Thousand Acres 
1963-15 Land Appeals Board 
1963-16 Federal Public Land Legislation 
 
1964 
1964-1 Mineral Leasing Act Revenues 
1964-2 Satisfaction of State Land Grants 
1964-3 Federal and State Land Exchanges 
1964-4 Recordation of Mining Locations 
1964-5 Use of Federal Lands 



1964-6 Land Law Review Commission 
1964-7 Indemnity Selection, Unsurveyed Lands 
1964-8 Surveying of Unsurveyed Lands 
1964-9 Mineral Status Records for Surveyed Lands 
1964-10 Exchange of Land, Military Withdrawals 
1964-11 Youth Conservation Corps 
1964-12 Wilderness Bill 
1964-13 Naval Petroleum Reserve No. 4 
1964-14 Withdrawal Limitations of Five Thousand Acres 
1964-15 Land Appeals Board 
1964-16 Amendment to Lieu Selection Act, H.R. 10699 
1964-18 Alaska Public Sale Act 
1964-19 The Great Salt Lake Meander Lines 
 
1965 
1965-1 Mineral Leasing Act Revenues  
1965-2 Satisfaction of State Land Grants 
1965-3 Land Exchanges 
1965-4 Recordation of Mining Locations 
1965-5 Use of Federal Lands 
1965-6 Restoration of Lost Indemnity Selection Rights and permitting States to Select Unsurveyed Lands 
1965-7 Exchange of Land, Military Withdrawals 
1965-8 Land Appeals Board 
1965-9 The Great Salt Lake Title Legislation 
1965-10 Surveying of Unsurveyed Lands 
1965-11 Mineral Status Records for Surveyed Lands 
1965-12 Kokee Water Project 
1965-13 Interior Department Advisory Board 
1965-14 Transfer of Crop Allotments on State Trust Lands 
1965-15 Naval Petroleum Reserve No. 4 
 
1966 
1966-1 Mineral Leasing Act Revenues 
1966-2 Satisfaction of State Land Grants 
1966-3 Land Exchanges 
1966-4 Recordation of Mining Locations 
1966-5 Use of Federal Lands 
1966-6 Exchange of Land, Military Withdrawals 
1966-7 Land Appeals Board 
1966-8 Surveying of Unsurveyed Lands 
1966-9 Kokee Water Project 
1966-10 Interior Department Advisory Board 
1966-11 Naval Petroleum Reserve No. 4 
1966-12 Federal Farm Program Payments to States 
 
 
1967 
1967-1 Mineral Leasing Act Revenues 
1967-2 Satisfaction of State Land Grants 
1967-3 Land Exchanges 
1967-4 Recordation of Mining Locations 
1967-5 PL 88-607-Classification and Multiple Use Act 
1967-6 Exchange of Land, Military Withdrawals 



1967-7 Land Appeals Board 
1967-8 Surveying of Unsurveyed Lands 
1967-9 Kokee Water Project 
1967-10 Interior Department Advisory Board 
1967-11 Naval Petroleum Reserve No. 4 
1967-12 Federal Farm Program Payments to States 
1967-13 Geothermal Resources 
1967-14 National Estuaries 
 
1968 
1968-1 Reiteration of Previous Resolutions 
1968-2 Irrigation of State-owned Lands in Federal Irrigation Districts 
1968-3 PL 88-607-Classification and Multiple Use Act 
1968-4 Alaska Land Selection Freeze 
 
1969 
1969-1 National Forest Timber Supply Act of 1969 
1969-2 In Support of Eros Project 
1969-3 Lifting Withdrawals (Resolution Unavailable) 
1969-4 Repeal of Part of Sec. 8 (C) of Taylor Grazing Act 
1969-5 Recordation of Mining Locations 
 



RESOLUTION A 

WHEREAS, the Western States Land Commissioners Association has reviewed the 
purposes of S 174, 87th Congress 1st Session, relating to the establishment 
of a Wilderness System of Lands; and 

WHEREAS, it appears that the adoption of this legislation as introduced, 
could result in administrative difficulties for the respective affected 
states; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Western States Land Commissioners 
Association in convention in Seattle, Washington on August 10, 1961, hereby 
recommends in the best interest of the eighteen western member states that 
the aforesaid S 174, 87th Congress 1st Session, be amended as follows: 

1. Add subsection (i) to Section 3: 

(i) "The incorporation into the Wilderness System of 
Lands, otherwise available for selection by the states under the 
provisions of applicable U. S. statutes shall not be deemed such 
an appropriation as to foreclose or impede state selection 
thereof." 

2. Add sub-paragraph (1) to subsection (g) of Section 6: 

(1) "Whenever an area including State-owned land is 
incorporated in the Wilderness System, provision shall be made f©r 
access to such land adequate for the reasonable exercise of its 
rights therein by the State and those claiming under it, and the 
agencies administering lands within the Wilderness System are 
hereby directed to cooperate with the States in establishing such 
access and authorized to grant, for reasonable consideration, the 
easements necessary therefore; 

"PROVIDED, however, that if the recommendation by which an area 
including state-owned land is incorporated in the Wilderness 
System shall fail to provide for access to the state-owned land 
therein, then the owning state may, at its election, use the 
included state land as base in making indemnity selection of lands 
including the mineral rights therein as provided in applicable 
United States statutes. 

Add: 

"Prior to permanent establishment of Wilderness Area 
boundaries, federal state and private technicians shall be 
directed to make a detailed study of proposed boundaries in 
order to prevent inclusion therein of areas which have 
value for public benefits higher than wilderness use." 



RESOLUTION B 

MINERAL ROYALTIES AND RENTALS 

WHEREAS, the surface and minerals constitute an important part of the 
life and economy of the western states; and 

WHEREAS, most of the revenue derived from the leasing of the surface 
and minerals in the western states now is retained and controlled by 
the federal government, resulting in discrimination involving tax 
bases and federal land and mineral holdings among western land 
states; and 

WHEREAS, the welfare and interest of the citizens of the western 
states demand a more equitable share of the revenue derived from the 
leasing of the minerals under federal ownership within the western 
states; and 

WHEREAS, Alaska, in its Act of Admission, was granted ninety percent 
(90%) of the mineral royalties on federal lands and on private lands 
in which the federal government has reserved the minerals; and 

WHEREAS, the revenue so derived should be used for the support of 
schools or other public educational institutions and for the 
construction and maintenance of public roads within the western 
states, or in a manner designed to best meet the individual needs of 
the states involved; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1961 Western States Land Commissioners 
Association that the President and Congress of the United States of America 
be hereby memorialized to fairly and diligently consider the welfare and 
interest of the people of the western states who favor legislation providing 
that ninety percent (90%) of all monies received from the sale of or as 
bonuses, royalties or rentals on federally controlled minerals within the 
western states be paid by the Treasurer of the United States to the western 
states to be used for the construction and support of public schools and 
other public educational institutions, or for the construction and 
maintenance of public roads or other needs as determined and directed by 
the legislatures of the individual western states. 



RESOLUTION C 

WHEREAS, the Western States Land Commissioners Association has reviewed the 
purposes of SB 111, 87th Congress 1st Session, introduced by Senators 
Anderson, Chavez, Bennett, Jackson, Young of North Dakota, Case of South 
Dakota, Mundt, Bible, McGee, Bartlett, Moss, Carroll and Kuchel and 

WHEREAS, this bill is to authorize public land states to elect to select 
certain public lands in exchange for military and other uses and for other 
purposes in lieu of receiving monetary payments therefore; and 

WHEREAS, it is the consensus of the members of the Western States Land 
Commissioners Association that such authorization for election of selection 
of lands, including the mineral rights therein, as provided in Chapter 20 
Title 43, United States Code Annotated, could better serve the public land 
states; and 

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 111 is for the protection of all public land states; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Western States Land Commissioners 
Association in convention at Seattle, Washington on August 10, 1961, hereby 
declares it to be to the best interest of the member states to support the 
passage of said Senate Bill 111; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the secretary of the Western States Land 
Commissioners Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 
resolution to the respective member states delegations in Congress and such 
congressional committees as may hold hearings on this bill. 



RESOLUTION E 

WHEREAS, the bill known as the Water Resources Planning Act of 1961 
would vitally affect the planning and use of all lands and waters 
within the western states; and 

WHEREAS, the total management of state lands requires close 
coordination with the management of federal and private lands and 
waters within the states; and 

WHEREAS, the aforesaid bill would give the states an effective voice 
in planning for the use of lands and waters 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the Western States Land Commissioners 
Association in convention in Seattle, Washington on August 10, 1961 go 
on record as supporting in principle the aforesaid bill. 



RESOLUTION F 

WHEREAS, the state land commissioners are most vitally concerned with the 
total management of the land resources within their states and 

WHEREAS, the Bureau of Land Management has now under consideration the 
complete revision of the federal land laws and 

WHEREAS, the management of the federal public domain is of vital 
concern to the western states and 

WHEREAS, the revision of the federal laws will vitally affect the use of the 
federal lands and the returns from those lands 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Western States Land Commissioners 
Association support in principle the legislation proposed by the Bureau of Land 
Management for a complete overhaul of the land laws. 



RESOLUTION G 

WHEREAS, the Director of the Bureau of Land Management has announced a policy of 
making public domain lands available to the states for purchase at $2.50 per 
acre when such lands are to be used for public recreation, public schools, or 
other public purposes; and 

WHEREAS, such action is highly desirable and beneficial to the states and the 
general public; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Western States Land Commissioners Association 
in convention at Seattle, Washington on August 7 through 10, 1961, does hereby 
commend the Director of the Bureau of Land Management and the Secretary of the 
Interior upon this recently announced policy. 



RESOLUTION H 

WHEREAS, HR 1735 of the 87th Congress 1st Session and other similar bills would 
require an act of Congress for public land withdrawals in excess of 5,000 acres 
for any project or facility of any department or agency of the government; and 

WHEREAS, such requirement would be of benefit and protection to the public 
lands states; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Western States Land Commissioners Association in 
convention in Seattle, Washington on August 7 through 10, 1961, does hereby urge 
the enactment of HR 1785 or similar legislation which would accomplish its 
purpose. 



RESOLUTION I 

WHEREAS, the United States Forest Service has legally and formally established 
the multiple use principle of management on all national forests; and 

WHEREAS, such land management policy and program is in the best interests of the 
public; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Western States Land Commissioners 
Association in convention in Seattle, Washington on August 7 through 10, 
1961, does hereby commend the Chief of the United States Forest Service and 
the Secretary of Agriculture for their establishment of multiple use 
management on national forests. 



RESOLUTION J 

WHEREAS, the Council of State Governments is active in matters of interest 
to the Western States Land Commissioners Association; and 

WHEREAS, joint effort by the Council of State Governments and the Western 
States Land Commissioners Association would be of great mutual benefit; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Western States Land Commissioners 
Association in convention in Seattle, Washington on August 7 through 10, 
1961 does hereby declare its interest and intent to join in active 
cooperation with the Council of State Governments in all matters concerning 
public lands. 



(Canyon Lands National Parfe) 

WHEREAS, the lifestera States Land CoomdeEioxiere /association heue 

reviewed the psrposeB of Senate M21 2007, ®ftb Congress, Firs t Session, 

relating to the establletoBUt of & Oaaypn Laa&e Hatioaaal Ptjrk in the State 

of iJtahj and 

WHEREAS, I t espeer* that the aforesaid b i l l would be advantageous 

to the State of Utah 1B prwl&liig for f$ecif3.c acquisition of laato In 

l ieu to •which such state 1B entit led; 

NOtf, 3 1 V I M , BE IT KESOOED that the Western States Land 

CeraalssloaerB Association In convention In Anchorage, Alaska, on May 51, 

I96S, hereby declares I t to be to the best interest of the rm&er s ta tes 

to support the passage of said Senate M i l 2387; and 

m IT FURTHER EESOfLVSD that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

CoraEiissionerE Association he end Is hereby directed to submit copies of 

th i s resolution to the respective meaiber s t a t e ' s delegation in Gangrene 

maA. such congressional caajslttees as taay hold, hearinge on this b i l l . 



(Mineral Bewsaue Distribution by Uoltefl States) 

WHEREAS, certain menaber states of the Western States Land Ctaa&lselaners 

Aseociatlcjn have certain problems peculiar t o their s tates concerning 

reclamation project fuaSlng «faich t̂ ouM be e&Trersely affecteS hy a s&sapi 

frost the present 3?!$ of icinersa revenues collected by tJie Hatted States," and 

WHEREAS, a pragaosal to urge Congress t o iixcreaoe the States ' percentage 

of suah mineral refraaaas {Bee. B of W.E.L.C.A., I96H) to 90$ aid not jaeet 

with the approval of sarae Btatee at the Batiaaal Qefveraors Gonferenee aofi 

the Western States Soveraers Ccmf erence due to possible adverse effect cm 

reclamation project funding i s some ©tatesj 

MM, THEREFORE, BE IT B1SCSOTB that the Western States Land CoonlMieners 

Association in conventioii in Anchorage), Alaska, on Btey 31, 1962, urge those 

states vhich vould he beaefitel by a change in the Federal Mineral Revenue 

Mstrlfcutian pursue tins asotter in^vi&aally with the i r respective Cfcweraore, 

congressional delegations aaft other leaders and that other states inform 

their Governors, congressional delegates em& other leaders of the benefits 

which would resul t from a change i a the las?j cod 

BE IT KBfflffiE laMS.!® that tMs matter he further ecsasideraa a t the 

1963 Annual Convention of th i s Aesoeiatioa. 



mmmnm "B" 
(Mineral Benneaue MBfcrlto«fciaB by Waited States) 

WHEREAS, certain merriber states of the Wegtern States Land GoenmiBeioeierE 

Ascociatlan have certain pretolerae peculiar to their s tates concerning 

reelaasafcion prefect footing itoich vould be a&veraely affeetefi toy a ehaups 

frcBQ the present 37§$ of mineral revenues collected by idle Ifcited. States; and 

WSB&M, a proposal to urge Congress to increase the States ' percentage 

of «uah iBinersl rerraaafis (See. B ©f W.E.L.C.A., X$€X) to 9@# &id aofc meet 

vlth the approval <s£ ©srae Btatee a t the Hstianal Gavemore Couference and 

the Western States Ctavemors Conference due t® possible adverse effect ana 

reclamation project ftaa&lBg i s eame s ta tes ; 

BOH, THKHEF(HEr BE IT RES3LVED that the Western States Land Cmslsslanezv 

/seeociatlam In cosiventlari in Anchoragej, .Alaska, on May 31, 1962, -urge those 

states vhieh would be benefltet toy & change i» -Use fte&ersl Mineral Revenue 

Bistritoutisii pursue tins se t te r iE&ividaally v t tb the i r respeetiw CkTsnernorSi, 

cangreeeloeml delegations aM other leaders and that o t te r states inform 

tkei r OafimrR&m, eongresMoaal delegates seat other leaders of the benefits 

which would result from a change in the law; and 

BE If TOffiffiR E3SSGOED that this matter toe further ecaasi&erM at the 

I963 Annual CoBventioo of th i s Association. 



MmMii—n.W—iiimnwiiwu-*W»«1WWt*ilii 

{itaeofl Section $*&? U.S.C. k$t &&. (a) ant {&)(£) re Selection 
of Unsurveyied Areae auci Date of Mineral Classification) 

WIEH1AS, several statee have encounter^. proljlesiE In obtaining satisfaction 

far deficlenclee to the school land grante to the laentoer ctater. -uaa&er Section 

85S of Htl® 1*3 of ttelted States Sadesj waft 

WHEREAS, centals amentest® t o sold Section ©52 ©re caaasi&erefi desirable 

in order to E&agslify tbe process «her«hy the state© siagr ofetsin fBaeaolty 3JH98S 

for tiie school lands los t to thesj saoi. 

ŜEBEAS, esM Sectioa 8j® toe© sot JBQW jawia© for ©tatee t o select 

unsarveyefi pahHe lands as Ijateaaltgr for uneurveyefi school lauds to t&leh 

the s ta te ' s t i t l e would attach i f such school laade were an^thtaaares sod 

©urveyefi; and 

WHEREAS, said Section 852 provldeE that the Secretary of the Interior 

W6& determine by protraction or otherwise, in effect, the amount off leaae 

to -which s s ta te i s entitled as iaaeami-^r for lao&e los t t o i t within 

certain reservations, .or irtthfixoMBls; «o£ 

VBEB&BB, sali, Section S ^ now specifies that the Oeteradsatloa of ateerel 

character of lands los t to a s tate shall he made ae of the date of application 

hy the s tate for ©eieetiofi of UBSsPpr©prIa.te<l ®arvey©& federal Isafis in l ieu 

thereof j m& 

WBHREAE, eaid. talserel SetenaiaatiasQ date for the ©elected federal lead 

has been ma&e ae of saay date subsequent to the f i l ing of amplication for 

selection; 



w»2* 

Wm9 KEREPOEE, HE: TT IHESKftiRD that the Westers States Land. ComreisEionerE 

iSesoelation in eoaviestloB In Jteeharage, i&a©fc&, oaa May 31, 1962, hereby urges 

the adoption of legislation fee amend Section 8g£ (e) of CLtle 1*3, Halted 

Btatee Codes, to allow eelectioc of asy yaefprepristsd, \»isurvey«d public 

lands to be deterntoed by prafcractloa, as wail ae ®B& lami^ropriated surveyed 

public3ands, aad t o aaeafi .©afoneetiois (a)(2) of wu&& Sections 8J8B toy providing 

that the Sate of determination of the miaersa character of the laa&s los t 

to a state and of the lands selected, in l ieu thereof shall be August ZJ» 

1958 instead of the date of application for selection; sad 

BE 33P FURTHER RESOLVED that , to aeeompliBfo the foregoisg, the Legislative 

ConEStttee of th i s ABBOdatloa i s hereby directed to draft the proper form of 

proposed legislative M U for introduction in the Congress; and 

BE SP FtfOTER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

CoitsniBsioo«rs Association he and ie hereby directed to submit copies of 

th i s resolution t o the respective member s t a te ' s delegation in Congress and 

such congreseioaal eoiamittees as assy hold hearings on thie h i l l . 



(f&rmying of IfeawarweyBfl. XaMs) 

SBIHEJ$£S there* exists withit the laeatoer states of th i s Assoc! atlasa 

W f ereae of w®urire$®& jRg&ic laafle of toe Itelt^fi State©,* aafi 

B̂SFD£AS# thorns uosttrveyefl areas exist pr tesr t ly because of in0uffioS.ej3t 

aipropriatioo of ftsaSs hy the Ctaagress t o coaftact the v o * Ix&l&est&i t o the 

oos^gletioxt of •Bach -rarwcBi oa& 

'WliEIEfiS, snxgr of the grejtis of Congress; to the gaasiber states arc? 

iaoox^piete due to lack of survey of the faibXie lastis aM v i l l wssslsi lacoiqp&ete 

unt i l a l l of the p M i e JjBsa&e of Sue Halted State® tmm teeen ewrveyes& by the 

6f?g8t*op?i«fee authority; ®afi 

t3BB81£flb the inabi l i ty of the &fea*«w to perfect the t l t l * of th*? 3-fswft 

granted. t o th®R by the Oa^^s© p-erosfes the eff ieiest aiHiolfffemtioss of -tern 

lands affected thereby to t3» detriseni of the g«ej"E3. pablfej 

$0K, *OTSSraE? M I5P KESGSaSHD that the- Western Sfcates Land ConiBd^usloners 

teeoaiatios -in coEwestiOR is* Jtehaerage:, AISBSSS, oa May 31, 19Sg, herefî y 

raerasri&lte* Cosgreos and the fisaeX. aowstttees of both appropriate f e t e * ! 

e^geneies asad Sougpooc t o taste available to the Bareaa of "km& Masa@eniesifc the 

requisite funds to aceoeislish the es^efiitioos raurw^ricg of the reaeiniag 

urmsrs'tegred lunate IE the state© tihiah are aerabers ef this Asssci&tioaj end 

EI If FUKUHSR mSQBQJEB that the i^*e ta ry of the l&sstem State© tead 

Oojssa&Beiarier© Associe*lo» he and ie hereby directed, to srthnlt copies of th i s 

resolution t o the re«gpe»ctivie aesftner s t a t e ' s delegation in Congress* the 

,9e*sretary .of the Iiscfcerior saad the Director of the Buresai of land Iteaagerorrb. 



msmsmm v 
(mmve& Simtae Seesarte far te-vegwd IfflBfis) 

WBffl&MB, there i s greater ased far InfansatloB mg^udliag the esctenfc of 

the dalsae of the Sbltwft atatee for Mineral intereEts in landE heretofore 

iHwveyaa BE a part of the p M i e dOBiaiaa aa& to «b&cth interest© osf -vwylaB 

Segrees tewe "beea eoim$e& £$• t&e Ooltea States; aafi 

(̂jaEEEAEi, tlie Bureau of las& I'teaaseuKait'e record. jaaiEtenaace faactio^B 

are hempered by lack of sufficient funds to allow eaifi Bureau to pro&uoe a 

uniform and gin©2^ interjceted record of a l l the E&aseral iafcereete retained 

toy 'tSbe tfciteft States? aafi 

KHERE/ySj, the ajresai of land Maaegement toe «s®»eB&efi a cosaraei^able effort 

to Inventory the tolnerel hoMings la the juSt&le dasmilnj 

SOW, IHEHEPaeE, BE IT S ^ Q S that the Western State© Lead CoBaaieBlosaers 

ABeocIatiaci in Gtanveution In Anchorage, Alaska, on May SI, 196?, hereby urges 

the C^xigrese of the United States of /feaerica to provide adequate fusSs t o the 

United States Bepirfeaiest of Interior, Bareaa of Land Jtoagcaaent, for the 

purpose of ej^sediting preparaticni of plate s»& euch other records ae may "be 

necessary to de#let aoS pro&iee an invro&csry of a l l laaafis l a each surve-jfled 

towaohip of the public land. mxrve&B to "which the Uteited States c l a im any 

Interest IK miueralEi end 

ffi 25? TCRSaffi RESQP8© that thi» JksBoctatioK iseaarialiEiegs the 0aa@res8 

to recogaiEe, £sy a eararaentetioa totbe persons©! of the Bepartraest ©£ the 

Interior jaal the Bureau of Land. fteisgeaeat *uad euch other ageaeiee of the 

USaited States (kreexnnenfc as megr be appropriate, that the efforts esjpea&ed to 

date in pro&ieiug & al tera verslcei of a mineral iavratory record ure ccmmxsMblei 



-2 -

I2E 12? FJHUSR KESCH.TO that the Secretary of th is AsBOciaticaa be and 

i s hereby directed to submit cqp&es of th i s recoltrbloa to the respective 

jaec&er s t a te ' s delegation in Congress, the Secretary of the Interior and the 

Director of the Bureau of Lenfi Management. 



(Mineral Status Records for U. S. Public Lands Located by Protraction) 

¥HEE1AE, certain land© and B&ner&l interest© in otter lands owned 

by the United States ear* be identified vlth respect to their position on 

the earth's ©urf&ce in mecordanee with a protraction of the public lands 

•survey eyetem and such protraction for preliminary identification my veil 

be the only practiced method for assy years of determining the areas in 

which the United ©fcates mm owns all the miners!© or in "stolen the United 

States has reserved certain mineral interest©! and 

WBBBEAB, lainer&l develapaent of these usswrveyef. areae vhich are 

identified only by protraction ic constantly being carried on under the 

public land s&aeral entry laws and the mineral leasing lmns; and 

WiilMOB^ the mineral statute records of the United State© Departiaent 

of the Interior, -with reelect to each jirofcr&cted subdivision, will be of 

immense value to all persons administering or using said areas? 

3&9W, EBEREFOHE, EE 13 RESOLVED that the Western States toad Ccram&ssioners 

Association in convention in tochorsge, Alaeisa, &a May 31, 1962, hereby urges 

"the Congress of the United States and the appropriate connaitteeB thereof to 

provide adequate aspropriation of funds to the Bureau of Land Manageiaent to 

establish and nalntain a Modem system of aixteral and land status records 

for the lands now unsurveyed under the ultimate -public lands survey system 

and lands identified only by protraction! sad 

BE 12? FUKTBEE RBSCSLVED that the Secretary of this Association be, and 

is hereby directed to submit copies of this resolution to the respective 



westiber s ta te ' s delegation in Ooagress, the Secretary of the Interior oofi the 

Birectar of the Bureau of JJaaQ. Jtoageaent. 



msmmm % 
(Senate Bill H I , Cong. Seas, re Iscahaages of lands 

Withle MOitaxy WltMrawDETTw.S.L-C.A. Res. C»2$6L)) 

Wlffiffi, the Hectare States Land GmmX&®±mmm Assaocietlais hae heretofoere, 

a* i t s 1961 Ansasl CerawstitiOB, toy BesolutltK C passed at ««id ccewsatioBi, 

•urged sad supported the aaeadaent of evicting public laxid Isssre affecting 

eaceaaagee of lands owned by vsarious aeiaber states of th i s Association, ta tea 

by toe Halted State® for isilltary purpose©;, for other loads owned by the 

United SteteE outside said a i l i t s r y resermtloos, sad 

UBISg&AS, sa l t proposed araenflraeirtE to saifi laws have been incorporated 

Into Senate M i l 211 of the _ _ Congress —___ Sess, and the reports OR ssld 

Senate M i l haw not been, t o date, subisitte& to the ssprqprieto eosmaittee 

of the Caagressj and 

VJHJEREiiE, the consensus of the raembere erf" th i s Association ie that such 

proposed legislation should be passed &t the ear l ies t raaeaent in order t o 

expedite the administration -of the lands affected; 

SOHf, SEffiSBFORS, BE 13? J3SS££»¥EP that the Westers States land Gos^ssisaers 

Association la convention ia toehorage, Alaska, on May 31, 196s, re i tera tes 

i t s {support of Senate M i l 111, . Ooog. _ _ _ See©. and urges early 

passage of th is b i l l and, to th i s ead, farther urge© that lite Department of 

the Interior^report on tM© k U l be esqaeditiaaEay rendered to the Congress, and 

BE If FUEOTER RESC&V&B that the Secretary of th i s Association be, and ie 

hereby, directed to Buba&t copies of th i s resolution t o the respective member 

s t a te ' s delegation In Congress, the Secretary of the Interior sad the Director 

of the Bureau of laud ffeagesaent-. 



mmfflMzm "s; 

(fossfcto Caaservs,tion Corps) 
(Support Of H.K. I068& aafi. 6. %0fe) 

IffiRE^S, there i s pesaiBg In the Coaxes© action m H.B. 10682 sn& 

S. kQk relating to the loath C&aserwtioo. Soa-pe progrswj @sa& 

VBSHBAS,, tb i* Association believes that the a»eatmr states v i l l benefit 

through the «ats^iahraBHt of tbe Ifonth easM^rmtioE Corps pras?*^idie?e 

utilized, as proposed toy aaid legielation in that the jraisfch of th i s Hatlon 

ndll thereby be afforest the crgporttmitsr to ob«en?« a t f i r s t haaS the 

adminictrati0n. ami ccesB-ezwatiori of the land ant i t s reeources of the sestoer 

©tateej 

ASK, f K E M E , EE I? P2SXVED that the Ifegteim States Land 

CoeoissioBers Aseocistioo .in soarwBtlOB in Aachorsge, iilaefca, cm May 31, 

1962, ciemorlaliseB the Coagrees of the Ife&tefi States that th i s Association 

susisporto the ffeilossgphy ®n& principle of the jseaproseA .national legislation 

for the loath Conservation Sorps program; asfi 

ffi I f FOOTS BBS0OBE3) that the Secretary of the Western States Laaa 

CoMtssioaer© Association be anfi. i s hereby fiireetet t o subgdt copies of 

this reeoltatioa to the congressional fielegatfOBe of the raeuflser states of 

this Association. 



tmatanm wr 

WHEREAS, this associatioii^ a t I t s 19&L mwv&X eoOTention by Besolu-

t loa "%''' thereof, has esgresseS. ©imposition to the so-called 'IJllferaess 

MIX;" as I t vae then -written; sod 

TOSRE&S, said b i l l toe not been materially, i f a t e l l amended such 

that I t will iae©t with tine ajspr-oval for establishment of wildernees areas 

in wmfoer states in that i t toss sot now grottfe for a careful evaluation 

of areas which may be affected in order that there might be & proper admini

strative and easeeuttw ietarmiaatioa of the propriety or irisoom of setting 

aside certain areas for the purposes iateadsd by tins concept of wildernees 

areas. 

S0tv% THEHEFORE, BE H1 EEOTLVED timt the Western States land Commissioners 

Association in contention in Anchorage^ Alaska on Jfey 31, 1962, hereby declares 
i 

that a l l of i t s seai&ers except California, which r e j ec t ed that the records 

show that i t abstained from voting on th i s nat ter , are in opposition to 

Senate M i l 1?% of the ^mmmmmmmmmmm^ Congress, «_««w-^»«»» Session, as mm m© 

written on May 31, 1962; sad 

M If FW&SM. I O P S tltot the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Oaesaissioners Jassociatioa be anS. i s hereby directed to submit copies of 

th is resolution to the respecti-re maa&er states delegation i s Congress and 

such congressional coamittees as aay holfi hearings on this b i l l . 



{'fibvsl ttetmlass laserwe Ho. 4) 

JffiQffiEAS, the Sation e petroleisn reserves are a t the highest level in 

oar history, and 

WHSR1AS, the o i l sot gee industry i s ready, willing and able to con

tinue exploration for and. developeosat of additional reserves la Federal 

lanOs, i f each lauds are a»&e available- and. 

WHEBEAS, Jfawal Pfetroletsn Baeerve l b . 4 has been established «ttiHa 

the State of Alaslm^ aafi i t i s tbe expressed intent of the Department of 

the Havy to renew o i l aa& gas exploretioa ac t iv i t i es therein with the 

tajqjayers' mma*; and 

¥HEKiftS, the very concept of naml prfca?©lm8B reserwa© le no longer 

consistent with present national defease needs, 

WM, THEEEFOSE, M IT ABSOLVED that the Western States land Com-

missioriere Association in convention in Anchorage^ .Alaska on May 31, 

1962, hereby cleclaree t t e t 1M.B association support© the request of the 

State of Alasl®. that fiaval Itetroieum Reserve So. k be returned to piibllc 

dcaaaia status end the lands therein laacle evailiible for developaKsnt by 

private Industry in the stabile interest . 

BE 12? FtSESmi KE&QIfllD that t t e Secretary of the Western .States land 

CosBaissionerB Association be sad i s hereby directed to submit copies of 

th is resolution to tbe respective aeiaber s ta tes delegation in Congress 

aM such congressional cawi t tees ae laay hold hearings on th is b i l l . 



(Withdrawal LialtetionB of Five Thoueemd Acrea) 

WESREAS, there is pending before the Congress of the United States 

Sesolutione 33k2 by the Hanorabie OongressBwa liver© oat %06D by the 

Ifoaoratale Ooogresw&na Aspia&il, widen proposed legislation seeks to 

aiaeM existing legisietioa which requires congressional approval on 

wliMrmmlB of public 3and& for military usee where such lands aggre

gate in eaecess of five thousand acres; aaS 

WHEREAS, the vithdi^wai of public lands, whether for military or 

other purposes, increases the difficulties of ateisistration of the pub

lic domain; and 

¥HEREA£, any withdrawal Increases the difficulty of the states to 

realize fulfills^nt of tbe congressional grants of lands because of the 

diaasiition of the available publie loads caused by such idltMrawals. 

HOW* THEREFORE, BE IT EESOLVED that the Western States land Oosi-

Kiiseioaere Association in convention, in Auchorage, Alaslsa on May 31, 

1962, hereby declares that this association is strongly in favor of the 

adoption of legislation by the United State© Congress which wouM astasia 

existing l@gicas.tioa to provide that withdrawals of lands from the public 

taaain for the benefit of say federal agency mast have congressional 

approval where there are aiore than five thousand acres of public ten&in 

land to be withdrawn wtor any single project; and 

as If FUraaESl RESG&VIII3 that the Secretary of the Western States Zand 

Coamissiaaers Assoc l&tion be sad ie hereby directed to submit copies of 

this resolution to the respective weaxber states delegation In Congress 

sad such congressional coaralttees as ss&y holt hearings on this bill. 

mailto:l@gicas.tioa


mmx/mm T 
(Public"lansaE Appeaie Boari) 

WIESEAS, there Is peadlag in the Coasreee of the {felted States con

sideration of proposed legislation* S-320T wtiien «ould provide far the 

estai&l&fcsaeat of a Board of ftiblie Laad Appeale^ the function of vhlch 

Board would be to erpeditioueiy consider appeals frees decisions of the 

Bureau of land Msn&paasst; and 

WHEHEASj, tiie establishment of ewe© Appeals Board vovQA be beneficial 

to the 2aember states of ta le association In that i t wouU. provide for a 

review of appeals toy a gro'^p operating iadepeisdsnt of tine llaitad States 

Bureau of land, Itea&geinent or Department of Interior, 

HW, TEESEPQRE, BE If SESOLVED that the Western States land Com-

rrriseioaers Association in coaventior. la Anchorage, Alaafca on .May 31, 

1962, ur@Bg congressional approval of Senate Bill. 32©? j &»d 

IE If SBR3BBR SSSOSufS) that the Secretary of tae Western States land 

GatssilsEiGners Association fee and le aereljy directed to sutorait copies of 

tale resolution to t&e respective laember s tates delegation in Congress 

and such congressional comitteeB as ni$r MM searing® on this b i l l , 



RSSQEUEOTf "M" 

WEBffi&g, there ie now paadlng before tine Gongmss of the Ifeited 

States eoasi&ewttion of l eg i s l a t ion feaate M i l 511?* i^Jicfe proposes 

to provide f&r ft federal grant for pl&aaifig related to outdoor recrea

tion; &od 

WHEHEAS, the proposed l@gislat.iem would nete i t passible for tibose 

states vishiag to avail themselves of ttae "teaefits proposed therein to 

do so at ttaeir 0m choice; and 

W®Mft&t certain WEtoer s tates of th i s assoeiatioia way ebjoose to 

obtain benefits of the planning vievs s a l adffiinistrjative suggestions that 

aay be developed thereby «l th respect to wfciliaatian of t i e lead resources 

for rocreation in those s ta tes . 

WM, TMEEFQfim, BE IT RESOLVED that the Beetem States Land Com-

missionary Association in convention i» Anchorage., Alasiss, on May 31, 

1962, declares tbat i t i s In favor of and hereby urges Congress to 

f&vorably act yp&a Ses&te .BUI 311? sow pending before i t i and 

BE IT reSSS Si^CWS that the Secretary of tbe Wtestera States 

land CoiaaiseioBers Assoeifttioa be and ie berefoy directed to syfanit copies 

of this resolution to the respective wmti&er s tates delegation in Congress 

sod Biicb congressional committees as aiay hold Issariags oa th i s b i l l . 

mailto:l@gislat.iem


wmmmm no" 

\1WMAS, the Western. States LaM Cc«JHdssloaers Association has estab

lished a procedure oaf aeoeptlng the tospitality of the laarlow states which 

are iae»d&ers of this association; and 

WHEHEAE, the delegates of the VSTIQUE sgsGtoer states obtain •srery 

favorable impressicms of the beauties of the land resources of the 'western 

eta-tee cosgriBiag tibis association lay attea&ijag annual conference© to 

varioue state©; and 

WS&SSAB, the State of California has gracioiisly extended an invitation 

to the association to told its 1963 annual eortventioE at Lae Angeles* 

Calif ornia is !$€$; and 

1&S2SB&Q* there m s -acute competition for the attendance of the dele

gates to the 1963 contention; and 

WHBKEftS, the 1962 convention of this association m e held at a con

siderable distance from the headojaartere of many of the delegates, and It 

has been deeaed nost eoirwanieat to schedule the next meeting saaswhat 

closer to toiej and farther that the wonders of Southern California will 

he enticing to some of the delegate© daring the 1963 eoaveatioa. 

MOW, WBBM3PQB®, BE IT HESOLVED that the Western States Land Oara-

islesionerE Association ia convention in Anchorage, Alaska on May SI, 1962, 

hereby accept© the Invitation to convene ia £os Angeles, California in 1963, 

pursuant to the invitation of the State of California * extended toy the 

Boaoraele Lieutenant Gm<®rsm? Siena M. Andersonj and 

BE IT F3S0IH1B KESCfftVED that the Secretary of this association toe and 

is hereby directed to satatt copies of this resolution and acceptance of 

file:///1WMAS
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Imrltatloaa to the Qarm&uae of the State of etelifcmiia mm the raan&jers of 

the State lauds CesmnisEion of the State of California of vhich the 

Lieutenant Gtovernor i s a waiter. 



RESOLUTION NO. 1 

MINERAL LEASING ACT REVENUES 

WHEREAS, most of the revenues derived from the leasing of public domain lands 

in the Western States are now retained and controlled by the Federal Government; 

and 

WHEREAS, because the Federal Government owns substantial acreages in the 

Western States, the Western States have less tax base than sister states in the 

east; and 

WHEREAS, the Western States face critical problems in the financing of public 

education due primarily to having smaller tax base; and 

WHEREAS, the welfare and interest of the citizens of the Western States demand 

a more equitable share of the revenues derived from the leasing of the public 

domain lands within the Western States; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the 1963 Annual Conference of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Los Angeles, California, on 

July 11, 1963* 'fcna't "kbe President and Congress of the United States of America be 

and they are hereby memorialized to fairly and diligently consider the welfare and 

interest of the people of the Western States who favor legislation providing that 

50 percent of all revenues received from the leasing of public domain lands (under 

the Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, as amended) within the Western States be paid by 

the Treasurer of the United States to the Western States to be used for the support 

of public schools and other public educational institutions as determined and 

directed by the legislatures of the individual Western States; 
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RESOLUTION NO. 1 -2-

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the congressional delegations of the Western 

States cause to he introduced in the Congress of the United States and diligently 

seek enactment of legislation which would amend laws of the United States to the 

effect that the distribution and allocation of mineral leasing act revenues from 

public domain lands be revised so that 50 percent of such revenues shall be 

allocated to the state in which the lands are located, kQ percent of the revenues 

shall be allocated to the reclamation fund, and 10 percent of such revenues shall 

be paid to the Treasurer of the United States for general administration purposes; 

and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the President of the United States of America and to the respective 

member states' delegations in Congress. 



RESOLUTION NO. 2 

SATISFACTION OF STATE LAND GRANTS 

WHEREAS, the original Statehood Enabling Act land grants to the Western 

States for the support of public schools and other public institutions, con

stitute a sacred obligation and debt of the United States of America to the 

various Western States, and the satisfaction of this sacred obligation and debt 

is a binding moral and legal obligation; and 

WHEREAS, these moral and legal obligations have not been fully satisfied by 

the United States; and 

WHEREAS, since the enactment of the various land grants by Congress, 

Congress has repeatedly and consistently liberalized the land grant laws so 

that the various states could obtain satisfaction of the grants and the United 

States could expeditiously discharge its moral and legal obligations to the 

states, examples of such legislation intended to liberalize being the general 

indemnity statutes, amendments thereto in 1902, enactment of the Jones Act in 

1927, enactment of the Dawson Act in 195^ and 1956, and enactment of the general 

indemnity laws in 1958 and i960; and 

WHEREAS, the Bureau of Land Management is charged with the function of 

administering land laws of the United States, and has repeatedly and consistently 

for reasons unknown to the various states, applied rigid construction of the 

various land grant and indemnity selection laws, despite rulings of the Supreme 

Court of the United States that such laws should be liberally construed in 

favor of the states, with the resulting effect that the United States has not 

discharged its moral and legal obligations to the states and the states have been 

unable to obtain complete satisfaction of the land grants; and 



RESOLUTION NO. 2 -2-

WHEREAS, with changing conditions and the passage of time and the increase in 

population and increase in pressure of various groups for use privileges on public 

domain lands, and ambitious programs for land utilization by Federal, State and 

local agencies, it is becoming increasingly more difficult for the United States 

to discharge its sacred legal and moral obligations to the states and for the 

states to obtain satisfaction of the land grants; and 

WHEREAS, it is understood and believed that there exists within the Depart

ment of the Interior, a movement to cause legislation to be introduced in 

Congress which would restrict, rather than further liberalize, laws enacted to 

enable the United States to discharge its sacred legal and moral obligations to 

the states; and 

WHEREAS, if the states are to gain satisfaction of the land grants and 

contribute the maximum support to the public schools of the states through the 

effective management of state lands, there should, if anything, be legislation 

further liberalizing the indemnity selection laws rather than legislation making 

such laws more restrictive; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the 1963 Annual Conference of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in Los Angeles, California, on 

July 11, 1963: 

1. That the President, the Congress, the Secretary of the Interior, and 

all agencies involved, be, and they are hereby memorialized to cooperate with 

the various Western States with the view of satisfying the moral and legal obli

gations of the United States to the states before setting apart or dedicating 

public domain lands to other uses. 



RESOLUTION NO. 2 -3-

2. That the Secretary of the Interior and the Bureau of Land Management 

be, and they are hereby memorialized to 

(a) Apply as required by law a liberal, rather than a restrictive, 

construction, in favor of the states of the various land grant laws and the 

indemnity selection lavs. 

(b) Apply the same criterion to the selected Federal lands as the 

State base lands, in determining whether each is mineral or nonmineral in 

character. 

(c) Apply a uniform time standard in determining the status of the 

selected Federal lands and the State base lands with respect to whether the lands 

are in a producing, producible, or nonproducing or nonproducible status. 

(d) Consider that the state has acquired a preference right in the 

selected lands at the time the state' s application is filed. 

(e) Consider that a state is entitled to indemnity for any loss of 

state lands, whether such loss occurred prior to survey, prior to statehood, or 

at any other point of time. 

3. That the President, the Congress and the Secretary of the Interior are 

hereby memorialized to retain the basic concept of acre for acre indemnity to 

states for losses of state lands. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the President of the United States of America, respective member 

states' delegations in Congress, the Secretary of the Interior and Director of 

the Bureau of Land Management. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 3 

FEDERAL AND STATE LAND EXCHANGES 

WHEREAS, there is much intermingling of state and federal lands in the 

Western States; and 

WHEREAS, such intermingling of ownership is detrimental to efficient and 

proper uses and administration of such lands; and 

WHEREAS, land exchanges between the federal and state governments would he 

of great material benefit to the administration of their respective land 

programs; and 

WHEREAS, it is felt that existing laws are too restrictive in their wording 

and that a too restrictive construction has been placed thereon by the admin

istrative branches of the federal government; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the 1963 Annual Conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Los Angeles, California, 

on July 11, 1963* hereby memorializes Congress to review the exchange laws in 

their entirety with a view to liberalizing and standardizing such laws; to direct 

the administrative branch to apply a more liberal construction to such laws, and 

further that in enacting such new legislation that special consideration be given 

to permitting exchange of lands or interests in lands as well as adopting uniform 

standards for appraisals of federal and state lands. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the respective member states' delegations in Congress. 



RESOLUTION NO. k 

RECORDATION OF MINING LOCATIONS 

WHEREAS, Basic Federal Mining Law of 1872 is vague, unscientific and 

unworkable; and 

•WHEREAS, the deficiencies of the law have been pointed out in detail by 

various and eminently qualified individuals and committees, including the Task 

Force on Natural Resources for the Commission on Organization of the Executive 

Branch of the Government (Hoover Commission) in its 19^9 report entitled 

"Revision of Mining Laws"; and 

•WHEREAS, the deficiencies of the law have resulted in hopeless confusion 

regarding title of lands supposedly granted to the various Western States; and 

WHEREAS, the status of title to mining claims seriously impedes both the 

Bureau of Land Management and the states in fulfilling land grants; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the 1963 Annual Conference of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Los Angeles, California, on 

July 11, 1963, that the President and Congress of the United States of America 

be, and they are hereby memorialized, to enact legislation supplementing or 

revising, as may be appropriate, Federal mining law to require the recordation 

of all mineral locations, whether old or new, in the appropriate local office of 

the Bureau of Land Management; to require the Secretary of the Interior to 

expeditiously determine the validity or invalidity of such claims; and to 

authorize and direct indemnity to be made to the States for school and insti

tutional lands lost because of the existence of valid mining claims. 
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RESOLUTION NO. h -2-

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the President of the United States of America, respective member 

states' delegations in Congress, the Secretary of the Interior and the Director 

of the Bureau of Land Management. 



RESOLUTION NO. 5 

USE OF FEDERAL L4NDS 

WHEREAS, Federally-owned lands constitute and contain a major segment of the 

natural resources within the Western States; and 

WHEREAS, growing populations with increasing demands and changing uses of 

these Federal lands are creating seriovis impact upon the social and economic 

structure and welfare of the Western States; and 

WHEREAS, the inhabitants of these Western States are greatly affected and 

vitally concerned and are thereby morally entitled to an adequate voice in the 

use and development of Federal lands within their respective states; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, "by the 1963 Annual Conference of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Los Angeles, California, on 

July 11, 1963j that the President, the Congress, the Secretary of the Interior, 

the Secretary of Agriculture, and all other Federal land using agencies be and 

they are hereby memorialized to cooperate with the various Western States with a 

view to fully inform the citizens and public officials of the Western States as 

to proposed uses and changes in management of Federal lands; and further, to allow 

full opportunity for state participation in land studies, proposals and deter

mination of Federal land policies; and further, to inform the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association of Federal land plans and programs where such plans 

and programs affect more than one state. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Association hereby cites as an example of 

the type of cooperation contemplated by this Resolution, the cooperation of the 

Department of the Interior, the Department of Agriculture and the State of 

Washington in connection with the North Cascades Study, the Association wishing to 



RESOLUTION NO. 5 -2-

highly commend the Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary of the Interior for 

their cooperation. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commies loners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the President of the United States of America, respective member 

states' delegations in Congress, the Secretary of the Interior, the Director of 

the Bureau of Land Management, the Secretary of Agriculture, and the United S-fcates 

Forest Service. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 6 

CANYON LANDS NATIONAL PARK 

WHEREAS, there is pending in Congress legislation which would establish a 

national park within the State of Utah known as the Canyon Lands; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Utah owns considerable acreage within the proposed 

park area; and 

WHEREAS, while it appears that a national park in the area would provide 

benefits to the State of Utah as well as to other citizens of the United States, 

inadequate provision is made in the bill for an exchange of state-owned lands 

within the park for other public domain lands in Utah and such an exchange should 

be consummated if the public schools are to obtain the maximum benefits from such 

state-owned lands; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the 1963 Annual Conference of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Los Angeles, California, on 

July 11, 1963, that the Congress and the Secretary of the Interior be and they are 

hereby memorialized to support the principle that an exchange of the State lands 

within the Canyon Lands National Park (surface and mineral estates therein) be 

consummated concurrently with, or prior to, the establishment of the park and that, 

if necessary in order to effect the exchange, enabling legislation be amended as 

may be necessary or appropriate. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the respective member states' delegations in Congress, to the 

Secretary of the Interior, to the Director of the Bureau of Land Management, and 

to the Director of the National Park Service. 



rJSSOLUTIOK NO. 7 

INDEMNITY SELECTION, UNSURVEYED LANDS 

WHEREAS, there is pending in the Hou.se of Representatives of the United 

States of America, H. R. i-179 which would amend indemnity selection law of the 

United States to permit the states to select unsurveyed lands of the public 

domain as well as surveyed lands in satisfaction of deficient land grants; and 

•WHEREAS, the Western States Land Commissioners "believe that such legislation 

would be in the best interest of the citizens of the United States; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the 1963 Annual Conference of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Los Angeles, California, on 

July 11, 1963, that the President and the Congress of the United States be and 

they are hereby memorialized to support E. R. 4179 and diligently seek the 

enactment thereof. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the President of the United States of America and to the respective 

member states' delegations in Congress. 
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RESOLUTION BO. 8 

SURVEYING OF UNSURVEYED LAUDS 

WHEREAS, there exists within the member states of this association many areas 

of unsurveyed public lands of the United States, and 

"WHEREAS, these unsurveyed areas exist primarily "because of insufficient 

appropriation of funds "by the Congress to conduct the work incidental to the 

completion of such surveys; and 

WHEREAS, many of the grants of Congress to the member states are incomplete 

due to lack of survey of the public lands and will remain incomplete until all 

of the public lands of the United States have been surveyed by the appropriate 

authority; and 

WHEREAS, the inability of the states to perfect the title of the land granted 

to them by the Congress prevents the efficient administration of the lands 

affected thereby to the detriment of the general public; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 1963 Annual Conference of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Los Angeles, California, on 

July 11, 1963, hereby memorializes Congress and the fiscal committees of both 

appropriate Federal agencies to make available to the Bureau of Land Management 

the requisite funds to accomplish the expeditious surveying of the remaining 

unsurveyed lands in the states which are members of this Association; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the respective member states' delegations in Congress, the Secretary 

of the Interior and the Director of the Bureau of Land Management. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 9 

MINERAL STATUS RECORDS FOR SURVEYED LANDS 

WHEREAS, there is greater need for information regarding the extent of the 

claims of the United States for mineral interests in lands heretofore surveyed as 

a part of the public domain and in which interests of varying degrees have "been 

conveyed by the United States; and 

WHEREAS, the Bureau of Land Management's record maintenance functions are 

hampered by lack of sufficient funds to allow said Bureau to produce a uniform and 

simply interpreted record of all the mineral interests retained by the United 

States; and 

WHEREAS., the Bureau of Land Management has expended a commendable effort to 

inventory and plat the mineral holdings in the public domain; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE XT RESOLVED by the 1963 Annual Conference of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Los Angeles, California, on 

July 11, 1963, that the Congress of the United States of America is hereby urged 

to provide adequate funds to the United States Department of Interior, Bureau of 

Land Management, for the purpose of expediting preparation of plats and such other 

records as may be necessary to depict and produce an inventory of all lands in 

each surveyed township of the public land surveys in which the United States claims 

any interest in minerals; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Association memorializes the Congress to 

recognize, by a commendation to the personnel of the Department of the Interior 

and the Bureau of Land Management and such other agencies of the United States 

Government as may be appropriate, that the efforts expended to date in producing 

a modern version of a mineral inventory record are commendable; and 
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BE IT FURTHER KESOLVED that the Secretary of this Association be and is hereby 

directed to submit copies of this resolution to the respective member states' 

delegations in Congress, the Secretary of the Interior, and the Director of the 

Bureau of Land Management. 



RESOLUTION NO, 10 

EXCHANGE OF LAND, MILITARY WITHDRAWALS 

WHEREAS, the Western States Land Commissioners Association has heretofore 

urged and supported the amendment of existing public land laws affecting exchanges 

of lands owned "by various member states of this Association, taken "by the United 

States for military purposes, for other lands owned "by the United States outside 

said military reservations; and 

WHEREAS, said proposed amendments to said laws have been incorporated into 

Senate Bill 4l of the 88th Congress 1st Sess. and the reports on said Senate Bill 

have not been, to date, submitted to the appropriate committee of the Congress; and 

WHEREAS, the consensus of the members of this Association is that such 

proposed legislation should be passed at the earliest moment in order to expedite 

the administration of the lands affected; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 1963 Annual Conference of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Los Angeles, California, on 

July 11, 1963, reiterates its support of Senate Bill hi, 88th Congress 1st Sess. 

and urges early passage of this bill and, to this end, further urges that the 

Department of the Interior's report on this bill be expeditiously rendered to the 

Congress; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of this Association be, and is hereby, 

directed to submit copies of this resolution to the respective member states' 

delegations in Congress, the Secretary of the Interior and the Director of the 

Bureau of Land Management. 



RESOLUTION NO. 11 

YOUTH CONSERVATION CORPS 

WHEREAS, there is pending in the Congress action on S, 1 relating to the 

Youth Conservation Corps programs; and 

VJHEKEAS, this Association believes that the member states will benefit through 

the establishment of the Youth Conservation Corps program, where utilized, as 

proposed by said legislation in that the youth of the Nation will thereby be 

afforded the opportunity to observe at first hand the administration and 

conservation of the land and its resources of the member states; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 1963 Annual Conference of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Los Angeles, California, on 

July 11, 1963^ memorializes the Congress of the United States that this Associ

ation supports the philosophy and principle of the proposed national legislation 

for the Youth Conservation Corps program; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the congressional delegations of the member states of this 

Association. 



RESOLUTION NO. 12 

WILDERNESS BILL, S. h 

WHEREAS, this Association has expressed opposition to the so-called "Wilder

ness Bill", S. h as written; and 

WHEREAS, said bill has not been materially, if at all amended such that it 

will meet with the approval for establishment of wilderness areas in member states 

in that it does not now provide for a careful evaluation of areas which may be 

affected in order that there might be a proper administrative and executive 

determination of the propriety or wisdom of setting aside certain areas for the 

purpose intended by the concept of wilderness areas. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the I963 Annual Conference of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Los Angeles, California, on 

July 11, 1963, hereby declares that an overwhelming majority of its members are 

in opposition to Senate Bill k of the 88th Congress, 1st Session, as Bame was 

written on July 11, 19&3; and 

EE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the respective member states' delegations in Congress and such 

congressional committees as may hold hearings on this bill. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 13 

NAVAL PETROLEUM RESERVE NO. k 

WHEREAS, the Nation's known petroleum reserves are at the highest level in 

our history; and 

WHEREAS, the oil and gas industry is ready, -willing and able to continue 

exploration for and development of additional reserves in Federal lands, if such 

lands are made available; and 

WHEREAS, Naval Petroleum Reserve No. k has been established within the State 

of Alaska, and it is the understood intent of the Department of the Navy to 

revew oil and gas exploration activities therein with the taxpayers' funds; and 

WHEREAS, the very concept of naval petroleum reserves is no longer consistent 

with present national defense needs-

NOW, THEREFORE, BE TT RESOLVED that the 1963 Annual Conference of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Los Angeles, California, on 

July 11, 1963, hereby declares that this association supports the request of the 

State of Alaska that Naval Petroleum Reserve No. h be returned to public domain 

status and the lands therein made available for development by private industry in 

the public interest. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the respective member states' delegations in Congress and such 

congressional committees as may hold hearings on this request. 



RESOLUTION NO, ik 

WITHDRAWAL LIMITATIONS OF FIVE THOUSAND ACRES 

•WHEREAS, the withdrawal of public lands, whether for military, or other purposes, 

increases the difficulties of administration of the public domain and in many 

instances prevents administration of the lands for multiple use purposes; and 

WHEREAS, any withdrawal increases the difficulty of the states to realize 

fulfillment of the congressional grants of lands because of the diminution of 

the available public lands caused by such withdrawals. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 1963 Annual Conference of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Los Angeles, California, on 

July 11, 1963, hereby declares that this association is strongly in favor of the 

adoption of legislation by the United States Congress which would amend existing 

legislation to provide that withdrawals of lands from the public domain for the 

benefit of any federal agency must have congressional approval where there are 

more than five thousand acres of public domain land to be withdrawn under any 

single project; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the respective member states' delegations in Congress and such 

congressional committees as may hold hearings on such legislation. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 15 

LAND APPEALS BOARD 

WHEREAS, there is need for divorcing some of the adjudicatory functions of 

the Bureau of Land Management from its administrative functions; and 

WHEREAS, there is need for expediting the processing of public land appeals; 

and 

WHEREAS, the hearing examiner procedure set up within the Bureau of Land 

Management under the Administrative Procedure Act functions "both independently and 

expeditiously in the handling of contests assigned; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the 1963 Annual Conference of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Los Angeles, California, on 

July 11, 1963, that the President, the Congress, and the Interior Department are 

urged to seek enactment of legislation extending the jurisdiction of the Bureau 

of Land Management Hearing Examiners to include all controversies involving state 

lands -which are now subject to procedures involving appeals to the Director of 

the Bureau of Land Management and to the Secretary of the Interior, and further 

to provide the states the right of appeal from decisions of the hearing examiner 

to the Federal District Courts within the state in question. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the President of the United States of America, respective member 

states' delegations in Congress, the Secretary of the Interior, and the Director 

of the Bureau of Land Management. 



RESOLUTION NO. 16 

FEDERAL PUBLIC LAI© LEGISLATION 

WHEREAS, there are many items of general public land legislation pending 

before the United States Congress; and 

WHEREAS, much of this legislation would vitally affect the interest and 

welfare of the Western States because the Federal Government owns such vast areas 

of lands within the Western States; and 

WHEREAS, the Interior and Insular Affairs Committees of Congress obtain 

reports from interested Federal agencies "before reporting out proposed land 

legislation, hut do not obtain the views of the Western States, even though the 

Western States would be vitally affected hy proposed land legislation; and 

WHEREAS, very often the Federal agencies who report to the Interior and 

Insular Affairs Committees of Congress do not have and do not take into mind the 

best interests of the Western States in reporting land legislation; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, hy the 1963 Annual Conference of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Los Angeles, California, on 

July 11, 1963> that the Interior and Insular Affairs Committees of Congress 

hereafter and before reporting out proposed Federal land legislation, be 

respectfully requested to obtain the views of the Western States through the 

President of the Western States Land Commissioners1 Association to all pending 

general public land legislation. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the Chairman of the Interior and Insular Affairs Committee of 

Congress, and the respective member states* delegations in Congress. 
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MINERAL LEASING ACT REVENUES 

WHEREAS, most of the revenues derived from the leasing of public domain 

lands in the Western States are now retained and controlled by the Federal 

Government; and 

WHEREAS, because the Federal Government owns substantial acreages in 

the Western States, the Western States have less tax base than sister states in 

the east; and 

WHEREAS, the Western States face critical problems in the financing 

of public education due primarily to having smaller tax base; and 

WHEREAS, the welfare and interest of the citizens of the Western 

States demand a more equitable share of the revenues derived from the leasing 

of the public domain lands within the Western States; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the 1964 Annual Conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah, 

on July 21, 1964, that the President and Congress of the United States of 

America be and they are hereby memorialized to fairly and diligently consider 

the welfare and interest of the people of the Western States who favor legis

lation providing that 50 percent of all revenues received from the leasing of 

public domain lands (under the Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, as amended) within 

the Western States be paid by the Treasurer of the United States to the Western 

States to be used for the support of public schools and other public educational 

institutions as determined and directed by the legislatures of the individual 

Western States; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the congressional delegations of the 

Western States cause to be introduced in the Congress of the United States and 

diligently seek enactment of legislation which would amend laws of the 
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United States to the effect that the distribution and allocation of mineral 

leasing act revenues from public domain lands be revised so that 50 percent of 

such revenues shall be allocated to the state in which the lands are located, 

40 percent of the revenue shall be allocated to the National reclamation fund and 

10 percent of such revenues shall be paid to the Treasurer of the United States 

for general administration purposes; and 

SE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the President of the United States of America and to the 

respective member states' delegations in Congress. 



RESOLUTION NO. 2 

SATISFACTION OF STATE LAND GRANTS 

WHEREAS, the original Statehood Enabling Act land grants to the 

Western States for the support of public schools and other public institutions, 

constitute a sacred obligation and debt of the United States of America to the 

various Western States, and the satisfaction of this sacred obligation and debt 

is a binding moral and legal obligation; and 

WHEREAS, these moral and legal obligations have not been fully 

satisfied by the United States; and 

WHEREAS, since the enactment of the various land grants by Congress, 

Congress has repeatedly and consistently liberalized the land grant laws so 

that the various states could obtain satisfaction of the grants and the United 

States could expeditiously discharge its moral and legal obligations to the 

states, examples of such legislation intended to liberalize being the general 

indemnity statutes, amendments thereto in 1902, enactment of the Jones Act in 

1927, enactment of the Dawson Act in 1954 and 1956, and enactment of the 

general indemnity laws in 1958 and 1960; and 

WHEREAS, the Bureau of Land Management is charged with the function of 

administering land laws of the United States, and has repeatedly and consistently 

for reasons unknown to the various states, applied rigid construction of the 

various land grant and indemnity selection laws, despite rulings of the Supreme 

Court of the United States that such laws should be liberally construed in favor 

of the states, with the resulting effect that the United States has not 

discharged its moral and legal obligations to the states and the states have 

been unable to obtain complete satisfaction of the land grants; and 
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WHEREAS, with changing conditions and the passage of time and the 

increase in population and increase in pressure of various groups for use 

privileges on public domain lands, and ambitious programs for land utilization 

by Federal, State and local agencies, it is becoming increasingly more 

difficult for the United States to discharge its sacred, legal and moral 

obligations to the states and for the states to obtain satisfaction of the land 

grants; and 

WHEREAS, it is understood and believed that there exists within the 

Department of the Interior, a movement to cause legislation to be introduced in 

Congress which would restrict, rather than further liberalize, laws enacted to 

enable the United States to discharge its sacred legal and moral obligations 

to the states; and 

WHEREAS, if the states are to gain satisfaction of the land grants 

and contribute the maximum support to the public schools of the states through 

the effective management of state lands, there should, if anything, be legis

lation further liberalizing the indemnity selection laws rather than legislation 

making such laws more restrictive; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the 1964 Annual Conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah, 

on July 21, 1964: 

1. That the President, the Congress, the Secretary of the Interior, 

and all agencies involved, be, and they are hereby memorialized to cooperate 

with the various Western States with the view of satisfying the moral and 

legal obligations of the United States to the states before setting apart or 

dedicating public domain lands to other uses. 



RESOLUTION NO. 2 -3-

2. That the Secretary of the Interior and the Bureau of Land 

Management be, and they are hereby memorialized to 

(a) Apply as required by law a liberal, rather than a restrictive, 

construction, in favor of the states of the various land grant laws and the 

indemnity selection laws. 

(b) Apply the same criterion to the selected Federal lands as the 

State base lands, in determining whether each is mineral or nonmineral in 

character. 

(c) Apply a uniform time standard in determining the status of the 

selected Federal lands and the State bese lands with respect to whether the lands 

are in a producing, producible, or nonproducing or nonproducible status. 

(d) Consider that the state has acquired a preference right in the 

selected lands at the time the state's application is filed. 

(e) Consider that a state is entitled to indemnity for any loss of 

state lands, whether such loss occurrsd prior to survey, prior to statehood, or 

at any other point of time. 

3. That the President, the Congress and the Secretary of the Interior 

are hereby meaorialized to retain the basic concept of acre for acre indemnity 

to states for losses of state lands. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the President of the United Stftes of America, respective member 

states' delegations in Congressr the Secretary of the Interior and Director of 

the Bureau of Land Management. 



RESOLUTION NO. 3 

FEDERAL AND STATE LAND EXCHANGES 

WHEREAS, there is much intermingling of state and federal lands in 

the Western States; and 

WHEREAS, such intermingling of ownership is detrimental to efficient 

and proper uses and administration of such lands; and 

WHEREAS, land exchanges between the federal and state governments would 

be of great material benefit to the administration of their respective land 

programs; and 

WHEREAS, it is felt that existing laws are too restrictive in their 

wording and that a too restrictive construction has been placed thereon by the 

administrative branches of the federal government; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the 1964 Annual Conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah, 

on July 21, 1964, hereby memorializes Congress to review the exchange laws in 

their entirety with a view to liberalizing and standardizing such laws; to 

direct the administrative branch to apply a more liberal construction to such 

laws, and further that in enacting such new legislation that special consider

ation be given to permitting exchange of lands or interests in lands such as 

mining, rights-of-way, easements and leases as well as adopting uniform 

standards for appraisals of federal and state lands. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the respective member states' delegations in Congress. 



RESOLUTION NO. 4 

RECORDATION OF MINING LOCATIONS 

WHEREAS, Basic Federal Mining Law of 1872 is vague, unscientific and 

unworkable; and 

WHEREAS, the deficiencies of the law have been pointed out in detail 

by various and eminently qualified individuals and committees, including the 

Task Force on Natural Resources for the Commission on Organization of the 

Executive Branch of the Government (Hoover Commission) in its 1949 report 

entitled "Revision of Mining Laws"; and 

WHEREAS, the deficiencies of the law have resulted in hopeless 

confusion regarding title of lands supposedly granted to the various Western 

States; and 

WHEREAS, the status of title to mining claims seriously impedes both 

the Bureau of Land Management and the states in fulfilling lands grants; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the 1964 Annual Conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah, 

on July 21, 1964, that the President and Congress of the United States of 

America be, and they are hereby memorialized, to enact legislation supplementing 

or revising, as may be appropriate, Federal mining law to require the 

recordation of all mineral locations, whether old or new, in the appropriate 

local office of the Bureau of Land Management; to require the Secretary of the 

Interior to expeditiously determine the validity or invalidity of such claims; 

and to authorize and direct indemnity to be made to the States for school and 

institutional lands lost because of the existence of valid mining claims. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the President of the United States of America, respective member 

states' delegations in Congress, the Secretary of the Interior and the Director 

of the Bureau of Land Management. 



RESOLUTION NO. 5 

USE OF FEDERAL LANDS 

WHEREAS, Federally-owned lands constitute and contain a major segment 

of the natural resources within the Western States; and 

WHEREAS, growing populations with increasing demands and changing uses 

of these Federal lands are creating serious impact upon the social and economic 

structure and welfare of the Western States; and 

WHEREAS, the inhabitants of these Western States are greatly affected 

and vitally concerned and are thereby morally entitled to an adequate voice in 

the use and development of Federal lands within their respective states; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the 1964 Annual Conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah, 

on July 21, 1964, that the President, the Congress, the Secretary of the Interior; 

the Secretary of Agriculture and all other Federal land using agencies be and 

they are hereby memorialized to cooperate with the various Western States with 

a view to fully inform the citizens and public officials of the Western States 

as to proposed uses and changes in management of Federal lands; and further, 

to allow full opportunity for state participation in land studies, proposals 

and determination of Federal land policies; and further, to inform the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association of Federal land plans and programs where 

such plans and programs affect more than one state, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Association hereby cites as an 

example of the type of cooperation contemplated by this Resolution, the 

cooperation of the Department of the Interior, the Department of Agriculture and 

the State of Washington in connection with the North Cascades Study, the 
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Association wishing to highly commend the Secretary of Agriculture and the 

Secretary of the Interior for their cooperation. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the President of the United States of America, respective member 

states' delegations in Congress, the Secretary of the Interior, the Director of 

the Bureau of Land Management, the Secretary of Agriculture, and the United 

States Forest Service. 



RESOLUTION NO. 6 

LAND LAW REVIEW COMMISSION 

WHEREAS, there is now pending in Congress H. R. 8070 and companion 

bills which would establish a Public Land Law Review Commission to study 

existing laws and procedures relating to the administration of public lands of 

the United States and for other purposes, and, 

WHEREAS the greater majority of the public lands of the United States 

lie within the borders of the western states and laws pertaining thereto greatly 

affect the said Western States; and 

WHEREAS, it is the opinion of the Western States Land Commissioners, 

based upon their experience in dealing with the public land laws that such laws 

are in need of revision and up-dating; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1964 annual conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah, 

on July 21, 1964, that the Congress of the United States be and is hereby 

memorialized to enact H. R. 8070 into law. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the delegations in Congress of the respective member states and 

to the Congressional committees as may consider such proposed legislation. 



RESOLUTION NO. 7 

INDEMNITY SELECTION, UNSURVEYED LANDS 

WHEREAS, there is pending in the House of Representatives of the 

United States of America, H. R. 4179 which would amend indemnity selection law 

of the United States to permit the states to select unsurveyed lands of the 

public domain as well as surveyed lands in satisfaction of deficient land grants; 

and 

WHEREAS„ the Western States Land Commissioners believe that such 

legislation would be in the best interest of the citizens of the United States; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the 1964 Annual Conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah, 

on July 21, 1964, that the President and the Congress of the United States be 

and they are hereby memorialized to support H. R. 4179 and diligently seek 

the enactment thereof. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the President of the United States of America and to the 

respective member states' delegations in Congress. 



RESOLUTION NO. 8 

SURVEYING OF UNSURVEYED LANDS 

WHEREAS, there exists within the member states of this association 

many areas of unsurveyed public lands of the United States, and 

WHEREAS, these unsurveyed areas exist primarily because of insufficient 

appropriation of funds by the Congress to conduct the work incidental to the 

completion of such surveys; and 

WHEREAS, many of the grants of Congress to the member states are 

incomplete due to lack of survey of the public lands and will remain incomplete 

until all of the public lands of the United States have been surveyed by the 

appropriate authority; and 

WHEREAS, the inability of the states to perfect the title of the land 

granted to them by the Congress prevents the efficient administration of the 

lands affected thereby to the detriment of the general public; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 1964 Annual Conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah, 

on July 21, 1964, hereby memorializes Congress and the fiscal committees of 

both appropriate Federal agencies to make available to the Bureau of Land 

Management the requisite funds to accomplish the expeditious surveying of the 

remaining unsurveyed lands in the states which are members of thi6 Association; 

and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the respective member states' delegations in Congress, the 

Secretary of the Interior and the Director of the Bureau of Land Management. 



RESOLUTION NO. 9 

MINERAL STATUS RECORDS FOR SURVEYED LANDS 

WHEREAS, there is greater need for information regarding the extent 

of the claims of the United States for mineral interests in lands heretofore 

surveyed as a part of the public domain and in which interests of varying 

degrees have been conveyed by the United States; and 

WHEREAS, the Bureau of Land Management's record maintenance functions 

are hampered by lack of sufficient funds to allow said Bureau to produce a 

uniform and simply interpreted record of all the mineral interests retained by 

the United States; and 

WE3REAS, the Eureau of Land Management has expended a commendable 

effort to inventory and plat the mineral holdings in the public domain; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1964 Annual Conference of the 

VJestern States Land Commissioners1 Association, meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah, 

on July 21, 1964, that the Congress of the United States of America is hereby 

urged to provide adequate funds to the United States Department of Interior, 

Bureau of Land Management, for the purpose of expediting preparation of plats 

and such other records as may be necessary to depict and produce an inventory 

of all lands in each surveyed township of the public land surveys in which the 

United States claims any interest in minerals; and 

BE IT FURTH2R RESOLVED that this Association memorializes the Congress 

to recognize, by a commendation to the personnel of the Department of the 

Interior and the Bureau of Land Management and such other agencies of the 

United States Government as may be appropriate, that the efforts expended to 

date in producing a modern version of a mineral inventory record are 

commendable; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of this Association be and 

is hereby directed to submit copies of this resolution to the respective 

member states' delegations in Congress, the Secretary of the Interior, and the 

Director of the Bureau of Land Management. 



RESOLUTION NO. 10 

EXCHANGE OF LAND, MILITARY WITHDRAWALS 

WHEREAS, the Western States Land Commissioners' Association has 

heretofore urged and supported the amendment of existing public land laws 

affecting exchanges of lands owned by various member states of this Association, 

taken by the United States for military purposes, for other lands owned by the 

United States outside said military reservations; and 

WHEREAS, said proposed amendments to said laws have been incorporated 

into Senate Bill 41 of the 88th Congress 1st Sess.; and 

WHEREAS, the consensus of the members of this Association is that such 

proposed legislation should be passed at the earliest moment in order to 

expedite the administration of the lands affected; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 1964 Annual Conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah, 

on July 21, 1964, reiterates its support of Senate Bill 41, 88th Congress 1st 

Sess, and urges early passage of this bill. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of this Association be, and 

is hereby directed to submit copies of this resolution to the respective member 

states' delegations in Congress, the Secretary of the Interior and the Director 

of the Bureau of Land Management. 



RESOLUTION NO. 11 

YOUTH CONSERVATION CORPS 

WHEREAS, there is pending in the Congress legislation relating to 

proposed Youth Conservation Corps programs; and 

WHEREAS, this Association believes that the member states will benefit 

through the establishment of a Youth Conservation Corps program, in that the 

youth of the Nation will thereby be afforded the opportunity to observe at first 

hand the administration and conservation of the land and its resources of the 

member states; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 1964 Annual Conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah, 

on July 21, 1964, memorializes the Congress of the United States that this 

Association supports the philosophy and principle of a Youth Conservation 

Corps program; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit: copies of this 

resolution to the congressional delegations of the member states of this 

Association. 



RESOLUTION NO. 12 

WILDERNESS BILL 

WHEREAS, numerous bills are pending in Congress to establish a 

National Wilderness Preservation System; and, 

WHEREAS, a vast majority of the land subject to wilderness classifi

cation lies within the western states, and, therefore, the Western States are 

vitally concerned; and 

WHEREAS, the Western States Land Commissioners' Association has 

previously expressed opposition to all wilderness legislation because of 

certain provisions therein; and 

WHEREAS, H, R. 9162 as introduced overcomes substantially the major 

objections heretofore expressed, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 1964 annual conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah, 

on July 21, 1964, hereby declares that should wilderness legislation be 

inevitable, H. R. 9162 would be least objectionable. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the delegations in Congress of the respective member states and 

to the Congressional committees as may consider such proposed legislation. 



RESOLUTION NO. 13 

NAVEL PETROLEUM RESERVE NO. A 

WHEREAS, the Nation's known petroleum reserves are at the highest 

level in our history: and 

WHEREAS, the oil and gas industry is ready, willing and able to 

continue exploration for and development of additional reserves in Federal 

lands, if such lands are made available; and 

WHEREAS, a Naval Petroleum Reserve No. 4 has been established 

within the State of Alaska, and it is the understood intent of the 

Department of the Navy to renew oil and gas exploration activities with the 

taxpayers' funds; and 

WHEREAS, the work of the Navy in exploration of this vast area 

of 25,000,000 acres has been at a standstill since the early fifties and 

such exploration as has been made has not been completed to the extent that 

the reserves can be established or practically utilized in time of emergency; 

and 

WHEREAS, there now exists an active interest in exploration of the 

area by many of the oil companies and private industry would explore and 

develop the reserves so that they could be useful to the Nation when needed; 

and 

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska has suffered a severe economic set

back to its already long neglected economic development and intensive 

exploration of the reserves would open transportation lines and communication 

lines and very probably lead to discovery of other valuable mineral resources 

which could contribute nationally to the urgently needed economic development 

of the State of Alaska; and 

WHEREAS, significant exploration could be accomplished by private 



RESOLUTION NO. 13 

industry without direct cost to the Federal Government, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 1964 Annual Conference 

of the Western States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Salt Lake 

City, Utah, on July 21, 1964, hereby declares that this association supports 

the request of the State of Alaska that Navel Petroleum Reserve No- 4 be 

returned to public domain status and the lands therein made available for 

development by private industry in the public interest. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States 

Land Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies 

of this resolution to the respective member states' delegations in Congress 

and such congressional committees as may hold hearings on this request. 

-2-



RESOLUTION NO. 14 

WITHDRAWAL LIMITATIONS OF FIVE THOUSAND ACRES 

WHEREAS, the withdrawal of public lands, whether for military or other 

purposes, increased the difficulties of administration of the public domain and 

in many instances prevents administration of the lands for multiple use purposes; 

and 

WHEREAS, any withdrawal increased the difficulty of the states to 

realize fulfillment of the congressional grants of lands because of the 

diminution of the available public lands caused by such withdrawals. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 1964 Annual Conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah, 

on July 21, 1964, hereby declares that this association is strongly in favor of 

the adoption of legislation by the United States Congress which would amend 

existing legislation to provide that withdrawals of lands from the public 

domain for the benefit of any federal agency must have congressional approval 

where there are more than five thousand acres of public domain land to be 

withdrawn under any single project; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the respective member states' delegations in Congress and such 

congressional committees as may hold hearings on such legislation. 



RESOLUTION NO. 15 

LAND APPEALS BOARD 

WHEREAS, there is need for divorcing some of the adjudicatory functions 

of the Bureau of Land Management from its administrative functions; and 

WHEREAS, there is need for expediting the processing of public land 

appeals; and 

WHEREAS, the hearing examiner procedure set up within the Bureau of 

Land Management under the Administrative Procedure Act functions both 

independently and expeditiously in the handling of contests assigned; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the 1964 Annual Conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah, 

on July 21, 1964, that the President, the Congress, and the Interior Department 

are urged to seek enactment of legislation extending the jurisdiction of the 

Bureau of Land Management Hearing Examiners to include all controversies 

involving state lands which are now subject to procedures involving appeals to 

the Director of the Bureau of Land Management and to the Secretary of the 

Interior, and further to provide the states the right of appeal from decisions 

of the hearing examiner to the Federal District Courts within the state in 

question. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the President of the United States of America, respective member 

states' delegations in Congress, the Secretary of the Interior, and the Director 

of the Bureau of Land Management. 



RESOLUTION NO. 16 

AMENDMENT TO LIEU SELECTION ACT, H»R. 10699 

WHEREAS, there is now pending in the Congress H. R. 10699, which would 

amend Sections 2275 and 2276 with respect to certain lands granted to the states; 

and 

WHEREAS, the following proposed amendments, in particular, would be 

detrimental to the interests of the various western states: 

A. The amendment providing for lieu selections of mineral lands to 

be on a value rather than an acreage basis. 

B. The amendment providing that said values of lieu and selected 

lands are to be determined by the Secretary of the Interior. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in the 1964 annual conference of 

the Western States Land Commissioners Association, meeting in Salt Lake City, 

Utah, on July 21, 1964 hereby declares its opposition to H.R. 10699 and urges 

its defeat. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the delegations in Congress of the respective member states and 

to the Congressional committees as may consider such proposed legislation. 



RESOLUTION NO. 18 

ALASKA PUBLIC SALE ACT 

WHEREAS, there is now pending in Congress proposed legislation 

(H.R. 5498) which liberalizes the sale and disposition of public lands of the 

United States within the State of Alaska; and 

WHEREAS although the bill will stimulate industry and development of 

the land, sales thereunder would reduce the lands available for selection by 

the State of Alaska thereby creating a hardship on the state, especially since 

desirable and usable lands available for selection are in short supply. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1964 annual conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah, 

on July 21, 1964, said legislation be endorsed in principle, provided it be 

amended to provide that the revenues from lands sold under the Act shall be 

transferred to the State of Alaska after withholding 107» thereof to cover cost 

of administration and that it be further amended to provide that in exchange for 

this compensation the state would be charged with an equal acreage in 

satisfaction of its unsatisfied land grants. 

NOW BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States 

Land Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of 

this resolution to the delegations in Congress of the respective member states 

and to the Congressional committees as may consider such proposed legislation. 



RESOLUTION NO. 19 

THE GREAT SALT LAKE MEANDER LINES 

WHEREAS, there is pending in Congress H. R. 8776 and several companion 

bills to confirm in the State of Utah title to lands lying below the meander 

lines of the Great Salt Lake in such state, and 

WHEREAS, such confirmation of title is of extreme importance to the 

State of Utah, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1964 annual conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah, 

on July 21, 1964, that the Congress of the United States be hereby memorialized 

to enact H. R. 8776 into law. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the delegations in Congress of the respective member states and 

to the Congressional committees as may consider such proposed legislation. 



RESOLUTION NO. 1 

MINERAL LEASING ACT REVENUES 

WHEREAS, most of the revenues derived from the leasing of public domain 
lands in the Western States are now retained and controlled by the Federal 
Government: and 

WHEREAS, because the Federal Government owns substantial acreages in the 
Western States, the Western States have less tax base than sister states in the 
east; and 

WHEREAS, the Western States face critical problems in the financing of 
public education: and 

WHEREAS, the welfare and interest of the citizens of the Western States 
demand a more equitable share of the revenues derived from the leasing of the 
public domain lands within the Western States; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1965 Annual Conference of the Western. 
States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Honolulu, Hawaii, on July 27, 
1965, that the President, the Congress of the United States of America, and the 
Public Land Law Review Commission be and they are hereby memorialized to fairly 
and diligently consider the welfare and interest of the people of the Western 
States who favor legislation providing that at least 50 per cent of all revenues 
received from the leasing of public domain lands (under the Mineral Leasing Act 
of 1920, as amended) within the Western States be paid by the Treasurer of the 
United States to the Western States to be used for the support of public schools, 
other public educational institutions, or as may be determined and directed by 
the legislatures of the individual Western States. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the congressional delegations of the Western 
States cause to be introduced in the Congress of the United States and diligently 
seek enactment of legislation which would amend laws of the United States to the 
effect that the distribution and allocation of mineral leasing act revenues from 
public domain lands be revised so that at least 50 per cent of such revenues shall 
be allocated to the state in which the lands are located, 40 per cent of the 
revenues shall be allocated to the reclamation fund, and 10 per cent of such 
revenues shall be paid to the Treasurer of the United States for general 
administration purposes; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land Commis
sioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this resolution 
to the President of the United States of America, to the respective member states' 
delegations in Congress, and to the Chairman of the Public Land Law Review 
Commission. 



RESOLUTION NO. 2 

SATISFACTION OF STATE LAND GRANTS 

WHEREAS, the original Statehood Enabling Act land grants to the Western 
States for the support of public schools and other public institutions, consti
tute a sacred obligation and debt of the United States of America to the various 
Western States, and the satisfaction of this sacred obligation and debt is a 
binding moral and legal obligation; and 

WHEREAS, these moral and legal obligations have not been fully satisfied 
by the United States; and 

WHEREAS, since the enactment of the various land grants by Congress, Congress 
has repeatedly and consistently liberalized the land grant laws so that the 
various states could obtain satisfaction of the grants and the United States could 
expeditiously discharge its moral and legal obligations to the states, examples of 
such legislation intended to liberalize being the general indemnity statutes, 
amendments thereto in 1902, enactment of the Jones Act in 1927, enactment of the 
Dawson Act in 1954 and 1956, and the enactment of amendments to the indemnity 
selection laws in 1958 and I960; and 

WHEREAS, the Bureau of Land Management is charged with the function of 
administering land laws of the United States, and has repeatedly and consisten
tly for reasons unknown to the various states applied rigid construction of the 
various land grant and indemnity selection laws, despite rulings of the Supreme 
Court of the United States that such laws should be liberally construed in favor 
of the states, with the resulting effect that the United States has not 
discharged its moral and legal obligations to the states and the states have 
been unable to obtain complete satisfaction of the land grants; and 

WHEREAS, with changing conditions and the passage of time and the increase 
in population and increase in pressure of various groups for use privileges on 
public domain lands, and ambitious programs for land utilization by Federal, 
State and local agencies, it is becoming increasingly more difficult for the 
United States to discharge its sacred, legal and moral obligations to the states 
and for the states to obtain satisfaction of the land grants; and 

WHEREAS, if the states are to gain satisfaction of the land grants and 
contribute the maximum support to the public schools of the states through the 
effective management of state lands, there should, if anything, be legislation 
further liberalizing the indemnity selection laws rather than legislation making 
such laws more restrictive; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1965 Annual Conference of the Western 
States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in Honolulu, Hawaii, on July 27, 
1965: 

1. That the President, the Congress, the Public Land Law Review 
Commission, the Secretary of the Interior, and all agencies 
involved, be, and they are hereby memorialized to cooperate 
with the various Western States with the view of satisfying 
the moral and legal obligations of the United States to the 
states before setting apart or dedicating public domain lands 
to other uses. 



2. That the Secretary of the Interior and the Bureau of Land 
Management be, and they are hereby memorialized to 

(a) Apply as required by law a liberal, rather than a 
restrictive, 
construction in favor of the states of the various 
land grant laws and the 
indemnity selection laws. 

(b) Apply the same criterion to the selected Federal 
lands as the State base lands, in determining whether 
each is mineral or nonmineral in character. 

(c) Apply a uniform time standard in determining the 
status of the selected Federal lands and the State 
base lands with respect to whether the lands are in a 
producing, producible, or nonproducing or 
nonproducible status. 

(d) Consider that the state has acquired a preference 
right in the selected lands at the time the state's 
application is filed. 

(e) Consider that a state is entitled to indemnity for 
any loss of state lands, whether such loss occurred 
prior to survey, prior to statehood, or at any 
other point of time. 

(f) Expedite the handling of State Indemnity selection 
applications. 

3. That the President, the Congress, the Public Land Law Review 
Commission, and the Secretary of the Interior are hereby 
memorialized to retain the basic concept of acre for acre 
indemnity to states for losses of state lands. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land Com
missioners ' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 
resolution to the President of the United States of America, respective member 
states' delegations in Congress, the Chairman of the Public Land Law Review 
Commission, the Secretary of the Interior and Director of the Bureau of Land 
Management. 



RESOLUTION NO. 3 

LAND EXCHANGES 

WHEREAS, there is much intermingling of state and federal lands in 
the Western States, and 

WHEREAS, such intermingling of ownership is detrimental to efficient manage
ment of such lands,- and 

WHEREAS, land exchanges between the federal and state governments would be of 
great material benefit to the administration of their respective land programs: 
and 

WHEREAS, it is felt that existing laws are too restrictive in their 
wording and that a too restrictive construction has been placed thereon by the 
Bureau' of Land Management and other land administration branches of the federal 
government; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 1965 Annual Conference of the 
Western 
States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Honolulu, Hawaii, on July 27, 
1965, hereby memorializes the Public Land Law Review Commission and the Congress 
to review the exchange laws in their entirety with a view to liberalizing and 
standardizing such laws: to direct the administrative branches of the federal 
government to apply a more liberal construction to such laws, and, further, that 
in enacting such new legislation that special consideration be given to permit 
ting exchange of lands or interests in such lands such as mining, rights-of-way, 
easements and leases as well as adopting uniform standards for appraisals of 
federal and state lands. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land Com
missioners ' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 
resolution to the Chairman of the Public Land Law Review Commission and to the 
respective member states' delegations in Congress. 



RESOLUTION NO. 4 

RECORDATION OF MINING LOCATIONS 

WHEREAS, Basic Federal Mining Law of 1872 is vague, unscientific 
and unworkable; and 

WHEREAS, the deficiencies of the law have been pointed out in detail by 
various and eminently qualified individuals and committees, including the Task 
Force on Natural Resources for the Commission on Organization of the Executive 
Branch of the Government (Hoover Commission) in its 1949 report entitled 
"Revision of Mining Laws"; and 

WHEREAS, the deficiencies of the law have resulted in hopeless confusion 
regarding title of lands supposedly granted to the various Western States; and 

WHEREAS, the status of title to mining claims seriously impedes both the 
Bureau of Land Management and the states in fulfilling land grants; and 

WHEREAS the Department of the Interior has caused to be introduced in the 
Congress S. 2248 which would require the recordation of mining claims in the 
appropriate federal land office and the Western States Land Commissioners 
believe that enactment of this bill is in the best public interest. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1965 Annual Conference of the 
Western States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in Honolulu, Hawaii, 
on July 27, 1965, that the President, the Congress of the United States of 
America, and the Public Land Law Review Commission be, and they are hereby 
memorialized, to enact S. 2248 to require the recordation of all mineral 
locations, whether old or new, in the appropriate local office of the Bureau 
of Land Management; to require the Secretary of the Interior to expeditiously 
determine the validity or invalidity of such claims; and to authorize and 
direct indemnity to be made to the States for school and institutional lands 
lost because of the existence of valid mining claims. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land Commis
sioners ' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this resolution 
to the President of the United States of America, respective member states' 
delegations in Congress, the Chairman of the Public Land Law Review Commission, 
the Secretary of the Interior and the Director of the Bureau of Land Management. 



RESOLUTION NO. 5 

USE OF FEDERAL LANDS 

WHEREAS, Federally-owned lands constitute and contain a major segment of the 
natural resources within the Western States: and 

WHEREAS, growing populations with increasing demands and changing uses of 
these federal lands are creating serious impact upon the social and economic 
structure and welfare of the Western States; and 

WHEREAS the inhabitants of these Western States are greatly affected and 
vitally concerned and are thereby entitled to a strong voice in the management 
policies governing the uses and development of federal lands within their 
respective states; 

MOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1965 Annual Conference of the Western 
States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Honolulu, Hawaii, on July 27, 
1965, that the President, the Congress, the Secretary of the Interior, the Sec
retary of Agriculture, and all federal land managing or using agencies be and they 
are hereby memorialized to cooperate with the various Western States with a view 
to fully inform the citizens and public officials of the Western States as to 
proposed uses and changes in management of federal lands; and, further, to allow 
full opportunity for state participation in land studies, proposals and 
determination of federal land policies; and, further, to inform the Western States 
Land Commissioners' Association of federal land plans and programs where such 
plans and programs affect more than one state. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Association hereby cites as an example of the 
type of cooperation contemplated by this Resolution, the cooperation of the 
Department of the Interior, the Department of Agriculture and the State of Wash
ington in connection with the North Cascade Study and Association wishing to 
highly commend the Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary of the Interior for 
their cooperation. 



RESOLUTION NO. 6 

RESTORATION OF LOST INDEMNITY SELECTION RIGHTS 
AND PERMITTING STATES TO SELECT UNSURVEYED LANDS 

WHEREAS, there is pending in the House of Representatives of the United 
States of America H.R. 5984 and there is pending in the Senate of the United 
States of America S. 1883, which would amend the indemnity selection laws of 
the United States in such a way as to result in the restoration of indemnity 
selection rights lost to various Western States by reason of inadvertent 
drafting in amendments to the indemnity selection laws enacted by the Congress 
in 1958 and in I960: and 

WHEREAS, this proposed legislation would also amend the indemnity selec
tion laws of the United States to permit the states to select unsurveyed lands 
of the public domain as well as surveyed lands in satisfaction of deficient 
school land grants; and 

WHEREAS the Western States Land Commissioners believe that such legislation 
is in the best interest of the citizens of the United States; 

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the 1965 Annual Conference of the Western 
States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in Honolulu, Hawaii, on July 27, 
1965, that the President and the Congress of the United States be and they are 
hereby memorialized to support H.R. 5984 and S. 1883 and diligently seek enact
ment thereof. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Western States Land Com
missioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 
resolution to the President of the United States and to the respective member 
states' delegations in Congress. 



RESOLUTION NO. 7 

EXCHANGE OF LAND, MILITARY WITHDRAWALS 

WHEREAS the Western States Land Commissioners' Association has heretofore 
urged and supported the amendment of existing public land laws affecting exchanges 
of lands owned by various member states of this Association, taken by the United 
States for military purposes, for other lands owned by the United States outside 
said military reservations; and 

WHEREAS, the consensus of the members of this association is that such 
proposed legislation should be passed at the earliest moment in order to expedite 
the administration of the lands affected; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 1965 Annual Conference of the 
Western States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in Honolulu, Hawaii, on 
July 27, 1965, reiterates its support of legislation which would permit the 
exchange by the states of lands taken by the government for military purposes 
for other lands owned by the government outside of military reservations. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of this Association be, and is 
hereby directed to submit copies of this resolution to the respective member 
states' delegations in Congress, the Secretary of the Interior and the Director of 
the Bureau of Land Management. 



RESOLUTION NO. 8 

LAND APPEALS BOARD 

WHEREAS there is need for divorcing some of the adjudicatory functions of the 
Bureau of Land Management from its administrative functions; and 

WHEREAS there is need for expediting the processing of public land appeals; 
and 

WHEREAS the hearing examiner procedure set up within the Bureau of Land 
Management under the Administrative Procedure Act functions both independently and 
expeditiously in the handling of contests assigned; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1965 Annual Conference of the Western 
States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in Honolulu, Hawaii, on July 27, 
1965, that the President, the Congress, the Public Land Law Review Commission, 
and the Interior Department are urged to seek enactment of legislation extending 
the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management Hearing Examiners to include all 
controversies involving state lands which are now subject to procedures involving 
appeals to the Director of the Bureau of Land Management and to the Secretary of 
the Interior and, further, to provide the states the right of appeal from 
decisions of the hearing examiner to the Federal District Courts within the 
state in question. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land Com
missioners ' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 
resolution to the President of the United States of America, respective member 
states' delegations in Congress, the Chairman of the Public Land Law Review 
Commission, the Secretary of the Interior, and the Director of the Bureau of Land 
Management. 



RESOLUTION NO. 9 

THE GREAT SALT LAKE TITLE LEGISLATION 

WHEREAS, there is pending in Congress S. 265 and H.R. 1791 bills to confirm 
in and/or grant to the State of Utah title to lands lying below the meander lines 
of the Great Salt Lake in such state; and 

WHEREAS, such confirmation or grant of title is of extreme importance to the 
State of Utah and to the nation as a whole in that desirable mineral development 
is being blocked by reason of title uncertainty: and 

WHEREAS, the Western States Land Commissioners believe it is in the best 
interest of the citizens of this nation that this legislation be enacted; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1965 Annual Conference of the Western 
States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in Honolulu, Hawaii, on July 27, 
1965, that the Congress of the United States be and is hereby memorialized to 
enact S. 265 and H.R. 1791 into law. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land Com
missioners ' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 
resolution to the delegations in Congress of the respective member states and to 
the Congressional committees as may consider such proposed legislation, and to the 
Department of Justice, the Department of the Interior and to the Bureau of Budget. 



RESOLUTION NO. 10 

SURVEYING OF UNSURVEYED LANDS 

WHEREAS there exists within the member states of this Association many 
areas of unsurveyed public lands of the United States; and 

WHEREAS it is understood these unsurveyed areas exist because of insufficient 
appropriation of funds by the Congress to conduct the work incidental to the 
completion of such surveys; and 

WHEREAS, many of the grants of Congress to the member states are incomplete 
due to lack of survey of the public lands and will remain incomplete until all of 
the public lands of the United States have been surveyed by the appropriate 
authority; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 1965 Annual Conference of the Western 
States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in Honolulu, Hawaii, on July 27, 
1965, hereby memorializes Congress to appropriate to the Bureau of Land Management 
the requisite funds to accomplish the expeditious surveying of the remaining 
unsurveyed lands in the states which are members of this Association; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land Com
missioners ' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 
resolution to the respective member states' delegations in Congress, the Chairman 
of the Public Land Law Review Commission, the Secretary of the Interior and the 
Director of the Bureau of Land Management. 



RESOLUTION NO. 11 

MINERAL STATUS RECORDS FOR SURVEYED LANDS 

WHEREAS, there is greater need for information regarding the extent of the 
claims of the United States for mineral interests in lands heretofore surveyed as 
a part of the public domain and in which interests of varying degrees have been 
conveyed by the United States; and 

WHEREAS it is understood the Bureau of Land Management's record maintenance 
functions are hampered by lack of sufficient funds to allow said Bureau to pro
duce a uniform and simply interpreted record of all the mineral interests retained 
by the United States; and 

WHEREAS, the Bureau of Land Management has expended a commendable effort to 
inventory and plat the mineral holdings in the public domain; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1965 Annual Conference of the Western 
States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in Honolulu, Hawaii, on July 27, 
1965, that the Congress of the United States of America is hereby urged to appro
priate adequate funds to the United States Department of Interior, Bureau of 
Land Management, for the purpose of expediting preparation of plats and such 
other records as may be necessary to depict and produce an inventory of all lands 
in each surveyed township of the public land surveys in which the United States 
claims any interest in minerals: and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Association memorializes the Congress to 
recognize, by a commendation to the personnel of the Department of the Interior 
and the Bureau of Land Management and such other agencies of the United States 
Government as may be appropriate, that the efforts expended to date in producing 
a modern version of a mineral inventory record are commendable; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of this Association be and is 
hereby directed to submit copies of this resolution to the respective member 
states' delegations in Congress, the Secretary of the Interior, and the 
Director of the Bureau of Land Management. 



RESOLUTION NO. 12 

KOKEE WATER PROJECT 

WHEREAS, Legislation S.734 and H.R.5671 are now pending in the Congress of 
the United States of America to authorize the Secretary of Interior to make a 
loan and grant to the State of Hawaii for the construction of the Kokee Water 
project; and 

WHEREAS the Kokee Water Project is a multiple purpose project with the 
overall objective of providing for the optimum utilization of the land and 
water resources of the Kokee area through the following: 

1. The maximum practical development of agriculture by 
irrigation of suitable lands. 

2. The production of the maximum practical amount of 
hydroelectric power. 

3. Development of associated fish, wildlife, and recreation 
potentials to the fullest justifiable extent. 

4. Pull consideration of opportunities to reduce flood damages 
by utilization of project works. 

5. The most economic utilization of existing works. 

WHEREAS, the development and utilization of these natural resources 
will bolster the economy of the State of Hawaii; and 

WHEREAS, this project has been determined to be economically feasible 
through an intensive engineering and economic study; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1965 Annual Conference of the 
Western States Land Commissioners' Association that the President and the 
Congress of the United States of America be and are hereby respectfully 
requested to enact either H.R. 5671 or S.734 which authorizes the Secretary of 
Interior to make a loan and grant to the State of Hawaii for the construction 
of the Kokee Water Project. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land Com
missioners ' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 
resolution to the President of the United States of America, the President of 
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Congress of 
the United States, the Chairman of the Committee on Interior and Insular 
Affairs of the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States, the 
respective member states' delegations in Congress and the Secretary of 
Interior. 



RESOLUTION NO. 13 

INTERIOR DEPARTMENT ADVISORY BOARD 

WHEREAS the Department of the Interior from time to time formulates policy 
and recommends legislation which has considerable effect on the administration 
and responsibilities of the offices of the Western State Land Commissioners; and 

WHEREAS these policies and legislation often necessitate negative action on 
the part of the Western State Land Commissioners; and 

WHEREAS it is the intent of the Western State Land Commissioners to 
cooperate to the fullest with the Department of the Interior to seek the most 
efficient systems of mutual land administration; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1965 Annual Conference of the Western 
State Land Commissioners' Association meeting in Honolulu, Hawaii, on July 27, 
1965, the President, the Congress, the Secretary of the Interior are hereby 
memorialized to create an Advisory Board to the Department of the Interior com
posed of the Executive Committee of the Western State Land Commissioners' 
Association to review and advise the Department prior to the adoption of policy 
or submission of legislation affecting the land administration of the Western 
states. 



RESOLUTION NO. 14 

TRANSFER OF CROP ALLOTMENTS ON STATE TRUST LANDS 

WHEREAS many of the Western states own trust lands used for production of 
crops under the acreage control program of the Department of Agriculture; 

WHEREAS, the states own and control all of the trust lands even though the 
lands are leased and operated by individual farmers; 

WHEREAS the allotted acreages are made on the basis of the history of the 
crop production on the individual farm: 

WHEREAS it is desirous to take some of the individual farms out of produc
tion of the allotted crops and transfer the allotted acreage to other state trust 
land; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1965 Annual Conference of Western 
States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in Honolulu, Hawaii, on July 27, 
1965, that the President, the Congress of the United States of America be and are 
hereby memorialized to enact legislation to allow a transfer of crop acreage 
allotments within the county in which it was first approved from one individual 
farm to another. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land Com
missioners ' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 
resolution to the President of the United States of America, respective member 
states' delegations in Congress and the Secretary of Agriculture. 



RESOLUTION NO. 15 

NAVAL PETROLEUM RESERVE NO. 4 

WHEREAS, Naval Petroleum Reserve No. 4 has been established within the 
State of Alaska and it is the understood intent of the Department of the 'Navy to 
renew oil and gas exploration activities therein with the taxpayers' funds; and 

WHEREAS the work of the Navy in exploration of this vast area of 25,000,000 
acres has been at a standstill since the early Fifties and such exploration as 
has been made has not been completed to the extent that the reserves can be 
established or practicably utilized in time of emergency; and 

WHEREAS, there now exists an active interest in exploration of the area by 
the oil companies and private industry would explore and develop the reserves so 
that they could be useful to the Nation when needed; and 

WHEREAS the State of Alaska has suffered a severe economic setback to its 
already long neglected economic development and intensive exploration of the 
reserves would open transportation lines and communication lines and very 
probably lead to discovery of other valuable mineral resources which could con
tribute materially to the urgently needed economic development of the State of 
Alaska; and 

WHEREAS significant exploration could be accomplished by private industry 
without direct cost to the Federal Government; and 

WHEREAS, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 1965 Annual Conference of the 
Western States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in Honolulu, Hawaii, on 
July 27, 1965, hereby declares that this Association supports the request of the 
State of Alaska that Naval Petroleum Reserve No. 4 be returned to the public 
domain status and the land therein made available for development by private 
industry in the public interest. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land Com
missioners ' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 
resolution to the respective member states' delegations in Congress and such 
Congressional committees as may hold hearing on this request. 



WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1966 

RESOLUTION NO. 1 
MINERAL LEASING ACT REVENUES 

WHEREAS, most of the revenues derived from the leasing of 

public domain lands in the Western States are now retained and 

controlled by the federal government; and 

WHEREAS, because the federal government owns substantial 

acreages in the Western States, the Western States have less 

tax base than sister states in the east; and 

WHEREAS, the Western States face critical problems in the 

financing of public education; and 

WHEREAS, the welfare and interest of the citizens of the 

Western States demand a more equitable share of the revenues 

derived from the leasing of the public domain lands within the 

Western States; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1966 Annual Confer

ence of the Western States Land Commissioners' Association meet

ing in Jackson Lake Lodge, Grand Teton National Park, Jackson, 

Wyoming, on July 29, 1966, that the President, the Congress of 

the United States of America, and the Public Land Law Review 

Commission be and they are hereby memorialized to fairly and 

diligently consider the welfare and interest of the people of 

the Western States who favor legislation providing that at 

least 50 per cent of all revenues received from the leasing of 

public domain lands (under the Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, as 

amended) within the Western States be paid by the Treasurer of 

the United States to the Western States to be used for the sup

port of public schools, other public education institutions, 



or as may be determined and directed by the legislatures of the 

individual Western States. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the congressional delegations 

of the Western States cause to be introduced in the Congress 

of the United States and diligently seek enactment of legisla

tion which would amend laws of the United States to the effect 

that the distribution and allocation of mineral leasing act 

revenues from public domain lands be revised so that at least 

50 per cent of such revenues shall be allocated to the state 

in which the lands are located, 40 per cent of the revenues 

shall be allocated to the reclamation fund, and 10 per cent 

of such revenues shall be paid to the Treasurer of the United 

States for general administration purposes; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed 

to submit copies of this resolution to the President of the 

United States of Americai to the respective member states' dele

gations in Congress s and to the Chairman of the Public L.a?id Law 

Review Commission. 
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WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1966 

RESOLUTION NO. 2 
SATISFACTION OF STATE LAND GRANTS 

WHEREAS, the original Statehood Enabling Act land grants 

to the Western States for the support of public schools and 

other public institutions, constitute a sacred obligation and 

debt of the United States of America to the various Western 

States, and the satisfaction of this sacred obligation and 

debt is a binding moral and legal obligation; and 

WHEREAS, these moral and legal obligations have not been 

fully satisfied by the United States; and 

WHEREAS, since the enactment of the various land grants by 

Congress, Congress has repeatedly and consistently liberalized 

the land grant laws so that the various states could obtain 

satisfaction of the grants and the United States could expe

ditiously discharge its moral and legal obligations to the 

states, examples of such legislation intended to liberalize 

being the general indemnity statutes, amendments thereto in 

1902, enactment of the Jones Act in 1927, enactment of the 

Dawson Act in 1954 and 1956; and the enactment of amendments 

to the indemnity selection laws in 1958 and 1960; and 

WHEREAS^ the Bureau of Land Management is charged with 

the function of administering land laws of the United States, 

and has applied rigid construction of the various land grant 

and indemnity selection laws, despite rulings of the Supreme 

Court of the United States that such laws should be liberally 

construed in favor of the states, with the resulting effect 

that the United States has not discharged, its moral and legal 



obligations to the states and the states have been unable to 

obtain complete satisfaction of the land grants; and 

WHEREAS, with changing conditions and the passage of time 

and the increase in population and increase in pressure of vari

ous groups for use privileges on public domain lands, and ambi

tious programs for land utilization by federal, state and local 

agencies, it is becoming increasingly more difficult for the 

United States to discharge its sacred, legal and moral obliga

tions to the states, and for the states to obtain satisfaction 

of the land grants; and 

WHEREAS, if the states are to gain satisfaction of the land 

grants and contribute the maximum support to the public schools 

of the states through the effective management of state lands, 

there should, if anything, be legislation further liberalizing 

the indemnity selection laws rather than legislation making such 

laws more restrictive; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1966 Annual Conference 

of the Western States Land Commissioners' Association meeting 

in Jackson Lake Lodge, Gran^ Teton National Park, Jackson, Wyo

ming, on July 29, 1966: 

1. That the President, the Congress, the Public Land Law 

Review Commission, the Secretary of the Interior, and all agen

cies involved, be and they are hereby memorialized to cooperate 

with the various Western States with the view of satisfying the 

moral and legal obligations of the United States to the states 

before setting apart or dedicating public domain lands to other 

uses. 
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2. That the Secretary of the Interior and the Bureau of 

Land Management be and they are hereby memorialized to 

(a) Apply as required by law a liberal, rather than restric

tive; construction in favor of the states of the various land 

grant laws and the indemnity selection laws. 

(b) Apply the same criterion to the selected federal lands 

as the state base lands, in determining whether each is mineral 

or nonmineral in character. 

(c) Consider that the state has acquired a preference right 

in the selected lands at the time the state's application is 

filed. 

(d) Expedite the handling of state indemnity selection 

applications. 

3. That the Presidents the Congress, the Public Land Law 

Review Commission;, and the Secretary of the Interior are hereby 

memorialized to retain the basic concept of acre for acre indem

nity to states for losses of state lands. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed 

to submit copies of this resolution to the President of the 

United States of America, respective member states' delegations 

in Congress., the Chairman of the Public Land Law Review Commis

sions the Secretary of the Interior, and Director of the Bureau 

of Land Management. 
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WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1966 

RESOLUTION NO. 3 
LAND EXCHANGES 

WHEREAS, there is much intermingling of state and federal 

lands in the Western States; and 

WHEREAS, such intermingling of ov/nership is detrimental to 

efficient management of such lands; and 

WHEREAS, land exchanges between the federal and state govern

ments would be of great material benefit to the administration 

of their respective land programs; and 

WHEREAS, it is felt that existing laws are too restrictive 

in their wording and that a too restrictive construction has 

been placed thereon by the land administration branches of the 

federal government; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 1966 Annual Confer

ence of the Western States Land Commissioners' Association meet

ing in Jackson Lake Lodge, Grand Teton National Park,, Jackson, 

Wyoming, on July 29, 1966, hereby memorializes the Public Land 

Law Review Commission and the Congress to review the exchange 

laws in their entirety with a viev-' to liberalizing and standard

izing such laws; to direct the administrative branches of the 

federal government to apply a more liberal construction to such 

laws, and, further, that in enacting such new legislation that 

special consideration be given to permitting exchange of lands 

or interests in such lands such as mining, rights of way, ease

ments and leases as well as adopting uniform standards for ap

praisal of federal and state lands. 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed 

to submit copies of this resolution to the Chairman of the Public 

Land Law Review Commission and to the respective member states' 

delegations in Congress. 



WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1966 

RESOLUTION NO. 4 
RECORDATION OF MINING LOCATIONS 

WHEREAS, Basic Federal Mining Law of 1872 is vague, and un

scientific and unworkable; and 

WHEREAS, the deficiencies of the law have been pointed out 

in detail by various and eminently qualified individuals and 

committees, including the Task Force on Natural Resources for 

the Commission on Organization of the Executive Branch of the 

Government (Hoover Commission) in its 1949 report entitled "Re

vision of Mining Laws"; and 

WHEREAS, the deficiencies of the law have resulted in hope

less confusion regarding title of lands supposedly granted to 

the various Western States; and 

WHEREAS, the status of title to mining claims seriously 

impedes both the Bureau of Land Management and the states ful

filling land grants; and 

WHEREAS, the Department of the Interior has caused to be 

introduced in the Congress S. 2248 which would require the re

cordation of mining claims in the appropriate federal land 

office and the Western States Land Commissioners believe that 

enactment of this bill is in the best public interest; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1966 Annual Conference 

of the Western States Land Commissioners' Association meeting 

in Jackson Lake Lodge, Grand Teton National Park, Jackson, Wyo

ming, on July 29,, 1966, that the President, the Congress of the 

United States of America, and the Public Land Law Review Com

mission be and they are hereby memorialized to enact legislation 



to require the recordation of all mineral locations, whether 

old or new, in the appropriate local office of the Bureau of 

Land Management; to require the Secretary of the Interior to 

expeditiously determine the validity or invalidity of such 

claims; and to authorize and direct indemnity to be made to 

the states for school and institutional lands lost because of 

the existence of valid mining claims. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed 

to submit copies of this resolution to the President of the 

United States of America, the respective member states' delega

tions in Congress, the Chairman of the Public Land Law Review 

Commission, the Secretary of the Interior, and the Director of 

the Bureau of Land Manaaement. 
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WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1966 

RESOLUTION NO. 5 
USE OF FEDERAL LANDS 

WHEREAS, federally-owned lands constitute and contain a major 

segment of the natural resources within the Western States; and 

WHEREAS, growing populations with increasing demands and 

changing uses of these federal lands are creating serious impact 

upon the social and economic structure and welfare of the Western 

States; and 

WHEREAS, the inhabitants of these Western States are greatly 

affected and vitally concerned and are thereby entitled to a 

strong voice in the management policies governing the uses and 

development of federal lands within their respective states; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1966 Annual Conference 

of the 'Western States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in 

Jackson Lake Lodge, Grand Teton National Park, Jackson, Wyoming, 

on July 29, 1966, that the President, the Congress, the Secretary 

of the Interior, the Secretary of Agriculture, and all federal 

land managing or using agencies be and they are hereby memorial

ized to cooperate with the various Western States with a view to 

fully inform the citizens and public officials of the Western 

States as to proposed uses and changes in management of federal 

lands; and, further, to allow full opoortunity for state partici

pation in land studies, proposals and determination of federal 

land policies; and, further, to inform the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association of federal land plans and programs 

where such plans and programs affect more than one state. 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed. 

to submit copies of this resolution to the President of the 

United States of America;, respective member states' delegations 

in Congress, the Chairman of the Public Land Law Review Commis-

sions the Secretary of the Interior, the Director of the Bureau 

of Land. Management> and the Secretary of Agriculture. 



WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1966 

RESOLUTION NO. 6 
EXCHANGE OF LAND, MILITARY WITHDRAWALS 

WHEREAS, the Western States Land Commissioners' Association 

has heretofore urged and supported the amendment of existing pub

lic land laws affecting exchanges of lands owned by various mem

ber states of this association, taken by the United States for 

military purposes, for other lands owned by the United States 

outside said military reservations; and 

WHEREAS} the consensus of the members of this association is 

that such proposed legislation should be passed at the earliest 

moment in order to expedite the administration of the lands 

affected; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 1966 Annual Confer

ence of the Western States Land Commissioners' Association meet

ing in Jackson Lake Lodge, Grand Teton National Park, Jackson, 

Wyoming, on July 29, 1966, reiterates its support of legislation 

which would permit the exchange by the states of lands taken by 

the government for military purposes for other lands owned by 

the government outside of military reservations. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of this association 

be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this resolution to 

the respective member states' delegations in Congress, the Secre

tary of the Interior, the Director of the Bureau of Land Manage

ment, the Chairman of the Public Land Law Review Commission, and 

the Department of Defense. 



WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1966 

RESOLUTION NO. 7 
LAND APPEALS BOARD 

WHEREAS, there is need for divorcing some of the adjudica

tory functions of the Bureau of Land Management from its adminis

trative functions; and 

WHEREAS5 there is need for expediting the processing of pub

lic land, appeals; and 

WHEREAS, the hearing examiner procedure set up within the 

Bureau of Land Management under the Administrative Procedure Act 

functions both independently and expeditiously in the handling 

of contests assigned; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1966 Annual Conference 

of the Western States Land Commissioners1 Association meeting In 

Jackson Lake Lodge, Grand Teton National Park, Jackson, Wyoming, 

on July 29, 1966; that the President, the Congress, the Public 

Land Law Review Commission, and the Interior Department are urged 

to seek enactment of legislation extending the jurisdiction of 

the Bureau of Land Management Hearing Examiners to include all 

controversies involving state lands which are now subject to pro

cedures involving appeals to the Director of the Bureau of Land 

Management and to the Secretary of the Interior and, further, to 

provide the states the right of appeal from decisions of the hear

ing examiner to the Federal District Courts within the state in 

question. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed 

to submit copies of this resolution to the President of the 



United States of America, respective member states' delegations 

in Congress, the Chairman of the Public Land Law Review Commis

sion, the Secretary of the Interior, and the Director of the 

Bureau of Land Management. 
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WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1966 

RESOLUTION NO. 8 
SURVEYING OF UNSURVEYED LANDS 

WHEREAS, there exists within the member states of this asso

ciation many areas of unsurveyed public lands of the United 

States; and 

WHEREAS, it is understood these unsurveyed areas exist be

cause of insufficient appropriation of funds by the Congress to 

conduct the work incidental to the completion of such surveys; and 

WHEREAS, many of the grants of Congress to the member states 

are incomplete due to lack of survey of the public lands and will 

remain incomplete until all of the public lands of the United 

States have been surveyed by the appropriate authority; 

NOW, THEREFOREs BE IT RESOLVED that the 1966 Annual Conference 

of the Western States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in 

Jackson Lake Lodge, Grand Teton National Park, Jackson, Wyoming, 

on July ?9, 1966, hereby memorializes Congress to appropriate to 

the Bureau of Land Management the requisite funds to accomplish 

the expeditious surveying of the remaining unsurveyed lands in 

the states which are members of this association; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed 

to submit copies of this resolution to the respective member 

states' delegations in Congress, the Chairman of the Public Land 

Law Review Commission, the Secretary of the Interior, and the 

Director of the Bureau of Land Management. 



WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1966 

RESOLUTION NO. 9 
KOKEE WATER PROJECT 

WHEREAS, legislation S. 734 and H.R. 5671 are now pending in 

the Congress of the United States of America to authorize the 

Secretary of the Interior to make a loan and grant to the State 

of Hawaii for the construction of the Kokee Water Project; and 

WHEREAS, the Kokee Water Project is a multiple purpose pro

ject with the overall objective of providing for the optimum 

utilization of the land and water resources of the Kokee area 

through the following: 

1. The maximum practical development of agriculture by 

irrigation of suitable lands. 

2. The production of the maximum practical amount of 

hydroelectric power. 

3. Development of associated fish, wildlife, and recre

ation potentials to the fullest justifiable extent. 

4. Full consideration of opportunities to reduce flood 

damages by utilization of project works. 

5. The most economic utilization of existing works. 

WHEREAS, the development and utilization of these natural 

resources will bolster the economy of the State of Hawaii; and 

WHEREAS, this project has been determined to be economically 

feasible through an intensive engineering and economic study; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1966 Annual Conference 

of the Western States Land Commissioners' Association that the 

President and the Congress of the United States of America be and 

are hereby respectfully requested to enact either H.R. 5671 or 



S. 734, which authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to make 

a loan and grant to the State of Hawaii for the construction of 

the Kokee Water Project. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed 

to submit copies of this resolution to the President of the 

United States of America, the President of the Senate and the 

Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Congress of the 

United States, the Chairman of the Committee on Interior and 

Insular Affairs of the Senate and House of Representatives of 

the United States, the respective member states' delegations in 

Congress, and the Secretary of the Interior. 

Adopted on this 29th day of July, 1966, by the Western States 

Land Commissioners' Association, at Jackson Lake Lodge, Grand 

Teton National Park, Jackson, Wyoming. 
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WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1966 

RESOLUTION NO. 10 
INTERIOR DEPARTMENT ADVISORY BOARD 

WHEREAS, the Department of the Interior from time to time 

formulates policy and recommends legislation which has consider

able effect on the administration and responsibilities of the 

offices of the Western States Land Commissioners; and 

WHEREAS, these policies and legislation often necessitate 

negative action on the part of the Western States Land Commis

sioners; and 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Western States Land Commis

sioners to cooperate to the fullest with the Department of the 

Interior to seek the most efficient systems of mutual land 

administration; 

NOW,: THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1966 Annual Conference 

of the Western States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in 

Jackson Lake Lodge, Grand Teton National Park, Jackson, Wyoming, 

on July 29, 1966, that the Secretary of the Interior is hereby 

memorialized to give the respective administrators of state lands 

of the Western States a seat on the Advisory Boards of the respec

tive state offices of the Bureau of Land Management, and that the 

President of the Western States Land Commissioners' Association 

be given a seat on the National Advisory Board of the Bureau of 

Land Management, to review and advise the Bureau and State Direc

tors on policy and legislation affecting land administration in 

the Western States. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States 

Land Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to sub-



mit copies of this resolution to the respective member states' 

delegations in Congress^ the Chairman of the Public Land Law 

Review Commission, the Secretary of the Interior5 and the Director 

of the Bureau of Land Management. 
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WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1966 

RESOLUTION NO. 11 
NAVAL PETROLEUM RESERVE NO. 4 

WHEREAS, Naval Petroleum Reserve No. 4 has been established 

within the State of Alaska and it is the understood intent of the 

Department of the Navy to renew oil and gas exploration activi

ties therein with the taxpayers' funds; and 

WHEREAS, the work of the Navy in exploration of this vast 

area of 25,000,000 acres has been at a standstill since the early 

Fifties and such exploration as has been made has not been com

pleted to the extent that the reserves can be established or prac

ticably utilized in time of emergency; and 

WHEREAS, there now exists an active interest in exploration 

of the area by the oil companies and private industry would ex

plore and develop the reserves so that they could be useful to 

the Nation when needed; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska has suffered a severe economic 

setback to its already long neglected economic development and 

intensive exploration of the reserves would open transportation 

lines and communication lines and very probably lead to discovery 

of other valuable mineral resources which could contribute mate

rially to the urgently needed economic development of the State 

of Alaska; and 

WHEREAS, significant exploration could be accomplished by 

private industry without direct cost to the federal government; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 1966 Annual Conference 

of the Western States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in 

Jackson Lake Lodge, Grand Teton National Park,, Jackson, Wyoming, 



on July 29, 1966, hereby declares that this association supports 

the request of the State of Alaska that Naval Petroleum Reserve 

No. 4 be returned to the public domain status and the land there

in made available for development by private industry in the 

public interest. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed 

to submit copies of this resolution to the respective member 

states' delegations in Congress and such Congressional Committees 

as may be concerned in this request. 



WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1966 

RESOLUTION NO. 12 
FEDERAL FARM PROGRAM PAYMENTS TO STATES 

WHEREAS, several of the states hold lands in trust and 

manage same for the support of public schools and other public 

institutions; and 

WHEREAS, several of the states lease such lands for grain 

production on a crop-share basis and participate in the Federal 

Cereal Grain Program, and for this reason are entitled to fed

eral farm program payments, and 

WHEREAS, the federal program regulations define a "producer" 

in such a way that the states are included thereunder with no 

distinction recognized between them and all other individual 

owners of farms and all "producers" must, under the regulations, 

choose to be under the program or not and such choice binds all 

grain lands owned; and 

WHEREAS, for example, the State of Montana owns over 480,000 

acres of agricultural lands which are leased to over 1,900 farmers, 

and the State of Washington owns approximately 130,000 acres which 

are covered by some 500 leases, and said lands are deployed as 

integral parts of many farm units, and because of these situations 

both of these states must, under present federal law, choose com

plete compliance or noncompliance for all of their dispersed and 

multitudinous farms and farmer-lessees, in spite of and notwith

standing the divergent and differing agricultural situations of 

these many farms, and it is for these reasons impossible to make 

such choice and thereby treat each lessee-farmer equitably; and 

WHEREAS, the Department of Agriculture has informed the states 



that no federal legislation is necessary and that this problem 

can be handled administratively, but the problem nevertheless 

remains and has become more complex and acute in the past two 

years; and 

WHEREAS, justice and equity to all concerned demands that 

these sovereigns be classified other than as private landowners 

thereby recognizing the distinction between them and other indi

vidual farm owners in order that the states' rights to farm pro

gram payments may be protected in such situations as when a 

farmer-lessee chooses noncompliance with respect to his property 

interest in derogation of the state's choice of compliance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1966 Annual Conference 

of the Western States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in 

Jackson Lake Lodge, Grand Teton National Park, Jackson, Wyoming, 

on July 29, 1966: 

That the Western States Land Commissioners' Association sup

ports the undeniable propositions that the sovereign states are 

not classifiable in the same category as individual and private 

owners and operators in the federal farm program; 

That in all common sense principles of good farming husbandry, 

the choice of compliance or noncompliance in federal farm programs 

should be by individual farm unit, thereby ending the discrimi

nation caused by the present law which requires the state to make 

the same choice for all its leased lands; 

That the states have a right to the full share of federal 

farm program payments on all state lands which are in compliance 

with the Federal Cereal Grain Program and that such payments 

should be promptly made in order that the states may contribute 
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a maximum support to the public schools and institutions for whom 

such lands are managed in trust; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of Agriculture is 

by this association respectfully requested to cause a revision 

of the regulations defining "producer" to elininate this dis

crimination and inequity, and that copies of this resolution be 

forwarded to him and, for advisory purposes, to the Senators and 

Representatives of the various states, to the agricultural com

mittees of Congress, and to all persons, committees, and entities 

involved herein at the federal and state levels. 



WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1967 

RESOLUTION NO. 1 
MINERAL LEASING ACT REVENUES 

WHEREASj most of the revenues derived from the leasing of public domain 

lands in the Western States and the lands of the Outer Continental shelf are 

now retained and controlled by the federal governments and 

WHEREAS, because the federal government owns substantial acreages in 

the Western States, the Western States have less tax base than sister states 

in the east; and 

WHEREAS0 all States face critical problems in the financing of public 

education; and 

WHEREAS, the welfare and interest of the citizens of the Western States 

demand a more equitable share of the revenues derived from the leasing of the 

public domain lands within the Western States, and all States should share 

equitably in the revenues derived from leasing the Outer Continental shelf; and 

WHEREASj, it is desirable that there be only one conservation regulatory 

body in any one State; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1967 Annual Conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in Helena, Montana, on 

July 219 1967, that the President,, the Congress of the United States of America, 

and the Public Land Law Review Commission be and they are hereby memorialized to 

fairly and diligently consider the welfare and interest of the people of the 

United States who favor legislation to accomplish the aforesaid equitable 

revenue distribution as provided in S„ 1826, 90th Congress, 1st Session and 

H.R. 10389, 90th Congress, 1st Session; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the congressional delegations be and they are 

hereby memorialized to diligently seek the enactment of the aforesaid legislation; 
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Resolution No„ 1 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners6 Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the President of the United States of America,, to the respective 

member states8 delegations in Congress,, and to the Chairman of the Public Land 

Law Review Commission. 



WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1967 

RESOLUTION NO. 2 
SATISFACTION OF STATE LAND GRANTS 

WHEREAS, the original Statehood Enabling Act land grants to the Western 

States for the support of public schools and other public institutions, 

constitute a sacred obligation and debt of the United States of America to the 

various Western States, and the satisfaction of this sacred obligation and 

debt, is a binding moral and legal obligation; and 

WHEREAS,, while the Bureau of Land Management has recently given greater 

impetus to satisfying land selections, these obligations have not been fully 

satisfied by the United States; and 

WHEREAS, with changing conditions and the passage of time, the increase 

in population and subsequent increase in pressure of various groups for use 

privileges and programs for land utilization by federal, state and local agencies 

on public domain lands, it is becoming increasingly more difficult for the 

states to obtain satisfaction of the land grants; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the I967 Annual Conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in Helena, Montana, on 

July 21, 1967: 

1. That the President, the Congress, the Public Land Law Review 

Commission, the Secretary of the Interior, and all agencies involved, be and 

they are hereby memorialized to cooperate with the various Western States with 

the view of satisfying the moral and legal obligations of the United States to 

the states before setting apart or dedicating public domain lands to other uses. 

2. That the Secretary of the Interior and the Bureau of Land Management 

be and they are hereby memorialized to: 

a. Apply as required by law a liberal, rather than restrictive, 

construction in favor of the states of the various land grant laws and the 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2 

indemnity selection laws. 

b„ Apply the same criterion to the selected federal lands as 

the state base lands, in determining whether each is mineral or nonmineral in 

character. 

c. Consider that the state has acquired a preference right in 

the selected lands at the time the state's application is filed. 

d. Further expedite the handling of state indemnity selection 

appli cat ions, 

3. That the President, the Congress, the Public Land Law Review 

Commission, and the Secretary of the Interior are hereby memorialized to 

retain the basic concept of acre for acre indemnity to states for losses of 

state lands. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners" Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the President of the United Sta'tes of America, respective member 

states' delegations in Congress, the Chairman of the Public Land Law Review 

Commission, the Secretary of the Interior, and Director of the Bureau of Land 

Management. 

-2-



WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1967 

RESOLUTION NO. 3 
LAND EXCHANGES 

WHEREAS, there is much intermingling of state and federal lands in the 

Western States; and 

WHEREAS, such intermingling of ownership is detrimental to efficient 

management of such lands; and 

WHEREAS, land exchanges between the federal and state governments would 

be of great material benefit to the administration of their•respective land 

programs; and 

WHEREAS, it is felt that existing laws are too restrictive in their 

wording and that a too restrictive construction has been placed thereon by the 

land administration branches of the federal government; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 1967 Annua! Conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in Helena, Montana, on 

July 21, 1967, hereby memorializes the Public Land Law Review Commission and 

the Congress to review the exchange laws in their enti'rety with a view to 

liberalizing and standardizing such laws; to direct the administrative branches 

of the federal government to apply a more liberal construction to such laws 

and to expedite the handling of land exchanges under such laws, and, further, 

that in enacting such new legislation that special consideration be given to 

permitting exchange of lands or interests in such lands such as mining, rights 

of way, easements and leases as well as adopting uniform standards for appraisal 

of federal and state lands. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners1 Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the Chairman of the Public Land Law Review Commission and to the 

respective member states' delegations in Congress. 



WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1967 

RESOLUTION NO. 4 
RECORDATION OF MINING LOCATIONS 

WHEREAS, Basic Federal Mining Law of 1872 is vague, and unscientific and 

unworkable; and 

WHEREAS, the deficiencies of the law have been pointed out in detail 

by various and eminently qualified individuals and committees, including the 

Task Force on Natural Resources for the Commission on Organization of the 

Executive Branch of the Government (Hoover Commission) in its 1949 report 

entitled "Revision of Mining Laws"; and 

WHEREAS, the deficiencies of the law have resulted in hopeless confusion 

regarding title of lands supposedly granted to the various Western States; and 

WHEREAS, the status of title to mining claims seriously impedes both 

the Bureau of Land Management and the states fulfilling land grants; and 

WHEREAS, the Department of the Interior has caused to be introduced in 

the Congress S. 1651 which would require the recordation of mining claims in the 

appropriate federal land office and the Western States Land Commissioners believe 

that enactment of this bill is in the best public interest; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1967 Annual Conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in Helena, Montana, on 

July 21, 1967, that the President, the Congress of the United States of America, 

and the Public Land Law Review Commission be and they are hereby memorialized to 

enact legislation to require the recordation of all mineral locations, whether 

old or new, in the appropriate local office of the Bureau of Land Management; 

to require the Secretary of the Interior to expeditiously determine the validity 

or invalidity of such claims; and to authorize and direct indemnity to be made 

to the states for school and institutional lands lost because of the. existence 

-1-



Resolution No. 4 

of valid mining claims. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the President of the United States of America,, the respective 

member states' delegations in Congress, the Chairman of the Public Land Law 

Review Commission, the Secretary of the Interior, and the Director of the 

Bureau of Land Management. 



WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1967 

RESOLUTION NO* 5 
PL 88-607 - CLASSIFICATION AND MULTIPLE USE ACT 

WHEREAS, The Bureau of Land Management is actively classifying the public 

domain in certain Western States under authority of PL 88-607; and 

WHEREAS, Certain public land laws are being rendered ineffective by 

such temporary classification activity; and 

WHEREAS,, The PL 88-607 is a temporary classification act only while the 

Public Land Law Review Commission is reviewing the laws, policies, rules and 

regulations of the Federal land managing agencies with the goal of making 

recommendations to Congress by December 31, 1968; and 

WHEREAS, The temporary classification of land under the provisions of 

PL 88-607 could prejudice the results of any action taken by Congress on the 

recommendations of the Public Land Law Review Commission; and 

WHEREAS, A substantial portion of the Western States is Federally owned, 

with some counties over 98% Federally owned, which creates serious financial 

problems for public schools and other necessary local governmental services; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Western States Land Commissioners' 

Association in Annual Conference at Helena, Montana, on July 21, 1967, that the 

Bureau of Land Management should classify land for retention and management 

only on a clearly expressed plan by a public agency, and that provisions be 

made for periodic review and analysis on request of local governmental author

ities. 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, That every effort should be made by the Bureau 

of Land Management to move maximum useful public land acreage at incentive 

prices into private or other non-federal ownership„ 
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Resolution No. 5 

RESOLVED FURTHER, That classification under said PL 88-607, while in 

effect, should not preclude the exercising of any existing land laws. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the President of the United States of America, the respective 

member states' delegations in Congress, the Chairman of the Public Land Law 

Review Commission, the Secretary of the Interior, and the Director of the 

Bureau of Land Management. 



WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1967 

RESOLUTION NO. 6 
EXCHANGE OF LAND, MILITARY WITHDRAWALS 

WHEREAS, the Western States Land Commissioners' Association has here

tofore urged and supported the amendment of existing public land laws affecting 

exchanges of lands owned by various member states of this association, taken 

by the United States for military purposes, for other lands owned by the 

United States outside said military reservations; and 

WHEREAS,, the consensus of the members of this association is that such 

proposed legislation should be passed at the earliest moment in order to 

expedite the administration of the lands affected; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 1967 Annual Conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in Helena, Montana, 

on July 21, 1967, reiterates its support of legislation which would permit 

the exchange by the states of lands taken by the government for military 

purposes for other lands owned by the government outside of military reservations. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of this association be and 

is hereby directed to submit copies of this resolution to the respective 

member states' delegations in Congress, the Secretary of the Interior, the 

Director of the Bureau of Land Management, the Chairman of the Public Land 

Law Review Commission, and the Department of Defense. 



WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1967 

RESOLUTION NO. 7 
LAND APPEALS BOARD 

WHEREAS, there is need for divorcing some of the adjudicatory functions 

of the Bureau of Land Management from its administrative functions; and 

WHEREAS, there is need for expediting the processing of public land 

appeals; and 

WHEREAS, the hearing examiner procedure set up within the Bureau of Land 

Management under the Administrative Procedure Act functions both independently 

and expeditiously in the handling of contests assigned; 

NOW, THEREFORE,, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1967 Annual Conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners" Association meeting in Helena, Montana, on 

July 21, 1967, that the President, the Congress, the Public Land Law Review 

Commission,, and the Interior Department are urged to seek enactment of legis

lation extending the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management Hearing 

Examiners to include all matters involving state-federal conflicts concerning 

public lands and their resources which heretofore have been subject to 

administrative appeals to the Director of the Bureau of Land Management and to 

the Secretary of the Interior and, further, to provide the states the right to 

appeal from decisions of the hearing examiner to the Federal District Courts 

within the state in question. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the President of the United States of America, respective member 

states' delegations in Congress, the Chairman of the Public Land Law Review 

Commission, the Secretary of the Interior, and the Director of the Bureau of Land 

Management. 



WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1967 

RESOLUTION NO. 8 
SURVEYING OF UNSURVEYED LANDS 

WHEREAS, there exists within the member states of this association 

many areas of unsurveyed public lands of the United States; and 

WHEREAS, it is understood these unsurveyed areas exist because of 

insufficient appropriation of funds by the Congress to conduct the work 

incidental to the completion of such surveys; and 

WHEREAS, many of the grants of Congress to the member states are 

incomplete due to lack of survey of the public lands and will remain incomplete 

until all of the public lands of the United States have been surveyed by the 

appropriate authority; 

N0W9 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the I967 Annual Conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in Helena, Montana, on 

July 21, I967, hereby memorializes Congress to appropriate to the Bureau of 

Land Management the requisite funds to accomplish the expeditious surveying 

of the remaining unsurveyed lands in the states which are members of this 

association; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the respective member states' delegations in Congress, the 

Chairman of the Public Land Law Review Commission, the Secretary of the Interior, 

and the Director of the Bureau of Land Management. 



WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1967 

RESOLUTION NO. 9 
KOKEE WATER PROJECT 

WHEREAS, legislation S. 73^ and H.R. 5671 are now pending in the Congress 

of the United States of America to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to 

make a loan and grant to the State of Hawaii for the construction of the Kokee 

Water Project; and 

WHEREAS, the Kokee Water Project is a multiple purpose project with 

the overall objective of providing for the optimum utilization of the land 

and water resources of the Kokee area through the following: 

1. The maximum practical development of agriculture by irrigation of 

suitable lands. 

2. The production of the maximum practical amount of hydroelectric 

power. 

3. Development of associated fish, wildlife, and recreation potentials 

to the fullest justifiable extent. 

k. Full consideration of opportunities to reduce flood damages by 

utilization of project works. 

5. The most economic uti1ization of existing works. 

WHEREAS, the development and utilization of these natural resources will 

bolster the economy of the State of Hawaii; and 

WHEREAS, this project has been determined to be economically feasible 

through an intensive engineering and economic study; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1967 Annual Conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners' Association that it does hereby reaffirm its 

request to the President and the Congress of the United States of America to 

enact either H.R. 5671 or S. 73^, which authorizes the Secretary of the Interior 

to make a loan and grant to the State of Hawaii for the construction of the 

Kokee Water Project. 



RESOLUTION NO. 9 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the President of the United States of America, the President of 

the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Congress of 

the United States, the Chairman of the Committee on Interior and the Insular 

Affairs of the Senate and the House of Representatives of the United States, 

the respective member states' delegations in the Congress, and the Secretary 

of the Interior. 

Adopted on this 21st day of July, 1967, by the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association, at Helena, Montana. 
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WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1967 

RESOLUTION NO. 10 
INTERIOR DEPARTMENT ADVISORY BOARD 

WHEREAS, the Department of the Interior from time to time formulates 

policy and recommends legislation which has considerable effect on the admin

istration and responsibilities of the offices of the Western States Land 

CommissJoners; and 

WHEREAS, these policies and legislation often necessitate negative 

action on the part of the Western States Land Commissioners; and 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Western States Land Commissioners to 

cooperate to the fullest with the Department of the Interior to seek the most 

efficient systems of mutual land administration; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1967 Annual Conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in Helena, Montana, on 

July 21, I967, that the Secretary of the Interior is hereby memorialized to 

give the respective administrators of state lands of the Western States a seat 

on the Advisory Boards of the respective state offices of the Bureau of Land 

Management, and that the President of the Western States Land Commissioners' 

Association be given a seat on the National Advisory Board of the Bureau of 

Land Management, to review and advise the Bureau and State Directors on policy 

and legislation affecting land administration in the Western States. 

BE ST FURTHER RESOLVED that, the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the respective member states' delegations in Congress, the 

Chairman of the Public Land Law Review Commission, the Secretary of the interior, 

and the Director of the Bureau of Land Management, 



WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1967 

RESOLUTION NO. 11 
NAVAL PETROLEUM RESERVE NO. k 

WHEREAS, Naval Petroleum Reserve No. k has been established within the 

State of Alaska; and 

WHEREAS, the work of the Navy in exploration of this vast area of 

25,000,000 acres has been at a standstill since the early Fifties and such 

exploration as has been made has not been completed to the extent that the 

reserves can be established or practicably utilized in time of emergency; and 

WHEREAS, in times of emergency such as the Middle East crisis, attention 

must, be turned to sources of supply under stable National governments; and 

WHEREAS, there now exists an active interest in exploration of the area 

by the oil companies and private industry would explore and develop the 

reserves so that they could be useful to the Nation when needed; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska has suffered from long neglect of its 

economic development and intensive exploration of the reserves would open 

transportation lines and communication lines and very probably lead to discovery 

of other valuable mineral resources which could contribute materially to the 

urgently needed economic development of the State of Alaska; and 

WHEREAS, significant exploration could be accomplished by private 

industry without direct cost to the federal government; and 

WHEREAS, the United States Government is in no position to divert 

military funds and resources from the war efforts in the Far East; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 1967 Annual Conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in Helena, Montana on 

July 21, 1967, hereby declares it absurd to label this vast unknown area a 

Petroleum Reserve and that this Association supports the request of the State of 



Resolution No. 11 

Alaska that Naval Petroleum Reserve No. 4 be returned to the public domain status 

and the land therein made available for development by private industry in the 

National and State interest; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the respective member states' delegations in Congress and such 

Congressional committees as may be concerned in this request. 
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WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1967 

RESOLUTION NO. 12 
FEDERAL FARM PROGRAM PAYMENTS TO STATES 

WHEREAS, several of the states hold lands in trust and manage same 

for the support of public schools and other public institutions; and 

WHERBASS several of the states lease such lands for grain production 

on a crop-share basis and participate in the Federal Cereal Grain Program, 

and for this reason are entitled to federal farm program payments; and 

WHEREAS, the federal program regulations define a "producer" in such 

a way that the states are included thereunder with no distinction recognized 

between them and all other individual owners of farms and all "producers" 

musts under the regulations,, choose to be under the program or not and such 

choice binds all grain*lands owned; and 

WHEREAS, for example, the State of Montana owns over 480,000 acres of 

agricultural lands which are leased to over 1,,900 farmers, and the State of 

Washington owns approximately 130p000 acres which are covered by some 500 

leases,, and said lands are deployed as integral parts of many farm units„ and 

Jbacause of these situations both of these states must, under present federal 

law, choose complete compliance or noncompliance for all of their dispersed 

and multitudinous farms and farmer-lessees, in spite of and notwithstanding 

the divergent and differing agricultural situations of these many farms, and it 

is for these reasons impossible to make such choice and thereby treat each 

lessee-farmer equitably; and 

WHEREAS, the Department of Agriculture has informed the states that no 

federal legislation is necessary and that this problem can be handled admini

stratively, but the problem nevertheless remains and has become more complex and 

acute in the past two years; and 
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Resolution No, 12 

WHEREAS, justice and equity to all concerned demands that these sovereigns 

be classified other than as private landowners thereby recognizing the distinction 

between them and other individual farm owners in order that the states' rights to 

farm program payments may be protected in such situations as when a farmer-

lessee chooses noncompliance with respect to his property interest in derogation 

of the state's choice of compliance„ 

NOW, THEREFOREj, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1967 Annual Conference of the 

Western States Land Commissioners* Association meeting in Helena, Montana, on 

July 21, 1967s 

That the Western States Land Commissioners' Association supports the 

undeniable propositions that the sovereign states are not classifiable in the 

same category as individual and private owners and operators in the federal farm 

program; 

That in all common sense principles of good farming husbandry, the choice 

of compliance or noncompliance in federal farm programs should be by individual 

farm unit, thereby ending the discrimination caused by the present law which 

requires the state to make the same choice for all its leased lands; 

That the states have a right to the full share of federal farm program 

payments on all state lands which are in compliance with the Federal Cereal Grain 

Program and that such payments should be promptly made in order that the states 

may contribute a maximum support to the public schools and institutions for 

whom such lands are managed in trust; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of Agriculture is by this 

Association respectfully requested to cause a revision of the regulations defining 

"producer" to eliminate this discrimination and inequity, and that copies of this 
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Resolution No, 12 

resolution be forwarded to him and, for advisory purposes, to the Senators and 

Representatives of the various states, to the agricultural committees of 

Congress, and to all persons, committees, and entities involved herein at the 

federal and state levels. 



WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1967 

RESOLUTION NO* 13 
GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES 

WHEREAS, The public domain in the Western States is shared by many 

different interests and industries; and 

WHEREAS, The principle of multiple use is the policy of Congress as 

enunciated by PL 88-607 which created the Public Land Law Review Commission 

in 1964s and 

WHEREAS, the Notices of Proposed Withdrawals and Reservations of Land 

for the Purpose of Protecting Geothermal Resources, as published in the 

Federal Register, propose to set aside large areas of public domain which 

are potentially valuable for geothermal steam and exclude all other uses of 

the public domain; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the 1967 Annual Conference of 

Western States Land Commissioners' Association, meeting in Helena, Montana, 

on July 21, 1967, opposes such single-purpose executive withdrawals as being 

in direct violation of Congressional policy of multiple use. 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, That land be conveyed for this single purpose 

only to the extent that it is absolutely required for the utilization of the 

energy sources, and that surrounding lands be permitted to remain in their 

existing multiple use status* 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Secretary of the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to submit copies of this 

resolution to the President of the United States of America, the respective 

member states' delegations in Congress, the Chairman of the Public Land Law 

Review Commission, the Secretary of the Interior, and the Director of the 

Bureau of Land Management. 



WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1967 

RESOLUTION NO. )k 
NATIONAL ESTUARIES 

WHEREAS, there now is before Congress a group of several identical 

or near identical bills (typified by H.B. 25) which would establish a system 

of National Estuarine areas under the control of the Secretary of the Interior; 

WHEREAS, these bills would also give the Secretary the veto power over 

any and all reclamation, dredging^ filling, or excavation of estuaries along 

all of the nation's coastal estuaries and those of the Great Lakes system as 

wel 1 ; 

WHEREAS, these estuaries are state-owned land; 

WHEREAS,, almost half of these lands are located in Alaska where virtually 

no dredging, filling or occupancy has occurred; 

WHEREAS, many of the coastal states including Alaska have the legal, 

administrative, and technical capability of conserving, wisely using and 

controlling development on these lands; 

WHEREAS, interference of the Secretary in management and issuance of 

permits for dredging or filling or excavating (including mining) of these 

lands would delay much needed development and use of these lands; 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED !that; the Western States Land Commissioners' 

Association assembled at Helena, Montana, on July 21, I967, affirm that 

H.B. 25 as now written, especially in Section 12, constitutes an unwarranted 

invasion of the Federal government in the management of state-owned lands, 

and that the Association therefore vigorously opposes this legislation; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be sent to the 

members of Congress and Governors of the member states urging their opposition 

to this legislation as it now stands. 



WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1968 

RESOLUTION NO. 1 

REITERATION OF PREVIOUS RESOLUTIONS 

WHEREAS, the Western States Land Commissioners Association, in previous annual con

ferences, adopted certain resolutions with the objective of solving problems of land management 

by the member states; and 

WHEREAS, said resolutions continue to be relevant to the interest of the Western Stales; and 

WHEREAS, the Western States Land Commissioners Association wishes to maintain a con

tinuous focus of attention on its problems of concern; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 1968 Annual Conference of the Western States 

Land Commissioners' Association meeting in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, on July 23-26, 1968, that 

certain resolutions of the 1967 Conference as indicated below be and they are hereby reiterated 

and adopted; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all recipients of the 1967 Resolutions be sent a copy of 

this 1968 resolution. 

1967 RESOLUTIONS REITERATED 

Resolution No. 1 - MINERAL LEASING ACT REVENUES 

The Associat ion advocates a more equitable sharing of revenues from mineral leases 

on public domain lands. (*See page 200.) 

Resolution No. 2 - SATISFACTION OF STATE LAND GRANTS 

The Associat ion urges a l iberal interpretation of land grant indemnity laws in order 

to complete grants to the states. (*See page 200.) 

Resolution No. 3 - LAND EXCHANGES 

The Associat ion favors s impl i f i ca t ion of land exchange laws and procedures to o v e r 
come problems of mixed land ownerships. (*See page 202.) 

* For complete resolut ion, see indicated page number. 
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Resolution No. 4 - RECORDATION OF MINING LOCATIONS 

The Association fevers recordation of mining claims in local B.L.M. offices. 
(*Seepoge 202) 

Resolution No. 6 - EXCHANGE OF LAND, MILITARY WITHDRAWALS 

The Association supports legislation which would permit federal—state exchange of 
state land taken by the government for military purposes for government land outside 
military reservations. (*See page 203.) 

Resolution No. 7 - LAND APPEALS BOARD 

The Associotion seeks to extend jurisdiction of B.L.M. hearing examiners with the 
right to appeal decisions to federal district courts. (*See page 204.) 

Resolution No. 8 - SURVEYING OF UNSURVEYED LANDS 

The Association memorializes Congress to provide funds to the B.L.M. for the purpose 
of surveying unsurveyed federal lands. (*5ee page 205.) 

Resolution No. 9 - KOKEE WATER PROJECT 

The Association supports legislation which would permit a loan and grant to the 
State of Hawaii for construction of the Kokee Water Project. (*See page 205 ) 

Resolution No. 10 - INTERIOR DEPARTMENT ADVISORY BOARD 

The Secretary of Interior is memorialized to give administrators of state lands of the 
western states a seat on the advisory board of the B.L.M. state offices and to include 
the president of the Western States Land Commissioners Association on the National 
Advisory Board of the B.L.M. (*See page 206.) 

Resolution No. 11 - NAVAL PETROLEUM RESERVE NO. 4 

The Association supports the request of the State of Alaska that Naval Petroleum 
Reserve No. 4 be returned to public domain status and land therein mode availoble 
for development by private industry. (*See page 207.) 

Resolution No. 12 - FEDERAL FARM PROGRAM PAYMENTS TO STATES 

The Association seeks to have the states removed from classification as private 
owners and operators under the federal farm program. (*See page 208.) 

Resolution No. 13 - GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES 

The Association opposes a proposed withdrawal of public domain area on the basis 
of Geothermal values with exclusion of other uses. (*See page 210.) 
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Resolut ion No. 14 - NAT IONAL ESTUARIES 

The Associat ion opposed HB—25, espec ia l ly Section 12, as o r ig ina l ly wr i t ten on the 
basis that i t const i tutes an unwarranted invasion by the Federal Government in the 
management of s ta te-owned lands. (*See page 210.) 



RESOLUTION NO. 2 

IRRIGATION OF S T A T E - O W N E D LANDS 

IN F E D E R A L IRRIGATION DISTRICTS 

WHEREAS, the Department of the Interior, in its application of the Federal Reel amotion laws, 

currently interprets the statutory wording "lands in private ownership ' to include lands in state 

ownership ; and 

WHEREAS, state—owned public school lands were granted to the states by the Congress, 

itself, at statehood for the permanent support of the designated public schools and institutions; and 

WHEREAS, the Department of the Interior's interpretation drastically reduces the effective

ness and value of this long—standing grant to public education by: 

1. Limiting the acreage of school lands that may be irrigated to 160 acres in each irrigation 

district; 

2. Effectively preventing sale of these lands at public auction as required in certain state 

Enabling Acts and Constitutions by refusing to deliver water to purchasers at public auction; and 

3. Billing the land for the water that the Bureau will not deliver; and 

WHEREAS, the anti-speculation provisions pertaining to private lands in federal irrigation 

projects can be served as well or better in the instance of these school lands if the lands are 

retained and developed under state leases; and 

WHEREAS, all congressional history, in statutes and in the Congressional Record, indicate 

that it was Congress' intent that these "state-owned lands" were not to be included in the defini

tion of "lands in privote ownership"; 

HOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that S. 1733 as introduced by Senator Jordan, with

out amendments, be endorsed by the 1968 Annual Conference of the Western States Land Commis

sioners' Association. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 3 

PL-88-607 - CLASSIFICATION AND MULTIPLE USE ACT 

WHEREAS, the Bureau of Land Management is actively classifying the public domain in 

certain Western States under authority of PL 88~607; and 

WHEREAS, certain public land laws are being rendered ineffective by such temporary classi

fication activity; and 

WHEREAS, although PL 88-607 was originally intended as a temporary classification act 

only while the Public Land Law Review Commission reviewed the laws, policies, rules and regula

tions of Federal land management agencies with the goal of making recommendations to Congress, 

action now being taken by the BLM in classifying the land if continued will exclude effectively 

and as a practical matter the classification and control of said public domain from the future con

sideration of the Public Land Law Review Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the said classification by the BLM while being made after local hearings, is being 

made primarily upon a base of surface land pattern and upon a base much narrower than would be 

utilized by the Public Land Law Review Commission; and 

WHEREAS, said classification is being made by and at the discretion of the personnel of the 

Bureau of Land Management, whose personal primary interest would best be served in retaining the 

land for management for the perpetuation and enlargement of the said bureau, while, on the other 

hand, the classification by the Public Land Law Review Commission would be made by a board 

comprised of persons of a large spectrum of interests and upon a base which would give more 

weight to the needs of the entire Nation; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Western States Land Commissioners Associa

tion in Annual Conference at Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, on July 26, 1968, that Congress repeal 

said PL 88—607 and leave the study and recommendations as to classification and/or disposition 

of the public domain to the Public Land Law Review Commission, which would conduct the study 

on a much broader base and in a relatively more unbiased manner. 



RESOLUTION NO. 4 

ALASKA LAND SELECTION FREEZE 

WHEREAS, over the past few years, various native groups within the State of Alaska, on the 

basis of aboriginal or ancestral rights or on the basis of historical use, filed claims, which on an 

acreage basis equals or exceeds 365,000,000 acres, the total acreage of the State of Alaska; and 

WHEREAS, as a direct result of these claims, the Secretary of the Interior has issued a 

mandate which effectively curtails all land acquisition by the State of Alaska granted by the Con

gress of the United States, pursuant to the Act of July 7, 1958, (Public Law 85-508-72 Stat. 339); 

and 

WHEREAS, this action by the Secretary of Interior further serves to curtail all forms of land 

disposal normally carried on by the Bureau of Land Management on Public Domain lands, the pro

gress and economic development of the State of Alaska is being unnecessarily and arbitrarily 

impeded; and 

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the State of Alaska to make available to any Indian tribe or 

group such lands as may be reasonable and necessary to achieve village expansion or relocation 

or as the basis for economic development at little or no cost; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 1968 Annual Conference of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association meeting in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, on July 26, 1968, 

hereby request that the Secretary of the Interior lift the freeze on Alaska's right to select and 

procure title to its land entitlement as conferred by the Congress of the United States; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western States Land Commissioners' 

Association be and is hereby instructed to submit copies of this Resolution to the respective member 

states' delegations in Congress, the Chairman of the Interior and Insular Affairs Committees in 

each Branch of Congress and such others as may be concerned in this request. 



WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1969 

RESOLUTION NO. 1 

NATIONAL FOREST TIMBER SUPPLY ACT OF 1969 

WHEREAS, The western states and the nation face a desperate 

need for housing, particularly housing for low and moderate income 

families; and 

WHEREAS, wood products, primarily of softwood species, 

continue to be the basic materials for residential construction; and 

WHEREAS, 60 percent of the nation's softwood timber inventory 

is on national forests and concentrated in the western states; and 

WHEREAS, the yield from the National Forests can be greatly 

increased by intensive forest management without impairing other 

forest values such as recreation, fish and wildlife, grazing and 

watershed; and 

WHEREAS, the National Forest Timber Supply Act establishes 

policies and provides funds to improve timber production, while 

insuring that other multiple-use values of the National Forests are 

protected; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Western States 

Land Commissioners' Association at its annual meeting in Ocean Shores, 

Washington, August 21, 1969, endorses the general policy of the National 

Forest Timber Supply Act of 1969 and urges immediate enactment into 

law of such policy. 

-21-



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to 

submit copies of this resolution to the President of the United 

States of America, the respective member states' delegations in 

Congress, the Chairman of the Public Land Law Review Commission, 

the Secretary of Agriculture and the Chief of the U. S. Forest 

Service. 

Resolution No. 1 
WSLCA - 1969 
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WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1969 

RESOLUTION NO. 2 

IN SUPPORT OF EROS PROJECT 

WHEREAS, The Western States Land Commissioners' Association 

believes that data to be derived from earth resources satellites will 

be of significant and immediate value in the discharge of state and 

local governmental resource management responsibilities; and 

WHEREAS, The Association commends the Department of the 

Interior for leadership in calling attention to the values of such 

data and for planning systems whereby the data can be made rapidly 

and widely available; 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association, meeting in Ocean Shores, Washington on 

August 21, 1969, hereby recommends that the Congress provide adequate 

direction and funds to the U. S. Geological Survey's EROS program, 

to make possible: 

(1) cooperative investigations with the states to assure 

timely, full and effective use of earth resource satellite data to be 

derived from ERTS-A and subsequent earth resource satellites, 

(2) prompt and uninterrupted reception of these data from 

the spacecraft, and 

(3) prompt dissemination of these data in sufficient numbers 

to satisfy the needs of state and local governments and the scientific 

public; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Western 
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States Land Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to 

submit copies of this resolution to the President of the United States 

of America, the respective member states' delegations in Congress, the 

Chairman of the Public Land Law Review Commission, the Secretary of 

the Interior and the Director of the U. S. Geological Survey. 

-24-
Resolution No. 2 

WSLCA - 1969 



RESOLUTION NO. 3, relating to lifting 

withdrawals wherever possible and making 

the lands available, including stockway 

drives, is not available at this time. 
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WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

1969 

RESOLUTION NO. 4 

REPEAL OF FART OF SEC. 8 (c) OF TAYLOR GRAZING ACT 

WHEREAS, attempts have been made and are now being made to 

block together scattered sections of state-owned lands and public. 

domain lands for more efficient land management; and 

WHEREAS, the various public land owners have exchanged lands 

with the United States Government in several instances to achieve more 

efficient land management; and 

WHEREAS, Section 8 (c) of the Taylor Grazing Act currently 

prevents exchange of lands between the United States Government and 

the state unless all lands to be exchanged are in the same grazing 

district; and 

WHEREAS, private citizens and all others making such exchanges 

of lands with the United States Government are permitted to exchange lands 

anywhere within the state; and 

WHEREAS, the prevention of exchanging of lands in different 

grazing districts restricts the efficient blocking of lands; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Western States 

Land Commissioners' Association meeting in Ocean Shores, Washington, 

on August 21, 1969, hereby requests the Congress of the United States 

to amend the Taylor Grazing Act causing Section 8 (c) to read as 

follows: 

"8(c) Upon application of any state to exchange lands within or 

without the boundaries of a grazing district the Secretary of 

the Interior shall, and is hereby directed to 
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proceed with such exchange at the earliest practicable date 

and to cooperate fully with the state to that end, but no 

state shall be permitted to select lieu lands in another 

state. The Secretary of the Interior shall accept on behalf 

of the United States title to any state-owned lands within 

or without the boundaries of a grazing district, and in 

exchange therefore issue patent to survey grazing district 

land not otherwise reserved or appropriated or unappropriated 

and unreserved surveyed public land; and in making such 

exchange the Secretary is authorized to patent to such state 

land either of equal value or of equal acreage: 

PrevidedT-TRafe-Re-sfeafee-SRall-seleefe-pufelie-lands-in 

a-graaiRg-disferiefe-in-f tirfeheraRee-ef--any-exehange-unless 

the -lands -ef- f ê eed -by-fehe - sfeafee -in- sueh-exehange - lie -within 

sueh-graaing-disferiefe-aRd-fehe-seleefeed-lands-lie-in-a 

3?easena"Bly-eempaefe-bedy-whieh-is-se-leeafeed-as-Hefe-fee-infeei?-

fepe-wifeh-fehe-admiRisferafeien-er-value-ef-fehe-3eemaining-land 

iR-sueh-disferiefe-fer-graaiRg-purpeses-as-sefe-fepfeh-iR-fehis 

Aefer 

When an exchange is based on lands of equal acreage and 

the selected lands are mineral in character, the patent 

thereto shall contain a reservation of all minerals to the 

United States; and in making exchanges of equal acreage the 

Secretary of the Interior is authorized to accept title to 

offered lands which are mineral in character, with a mineral 

reservation to the State. 

For the purpose of effecting exchanges based on lands 

of equal acreage the identification and area of unsurveyed 
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school sections may be determined by protraction or otherwise. 

The selection by the State of lands in lieu of any such 

protracted school sections shall be a waiver of all of its 

right to such sections." 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Western 

States Land Commissioners' Association be and is hereby directed to 

submit copies of this resolution to the President of the United States 

of America, the respective member states' delegations in Congress, the 

Chairman of the Public Land Law Review Commission, the Secretary of the 

Interior, and the Director of the Bureau of Land Management. 

Resolution No. 4 
WSLCA - 1969 -28-



WESTERN STATES LAND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

19 69 

RESOLUTION NO. 5 

RECORDATION OF MINING LOCATIONS 

WHEREAS, Basic Federal Mining Law of 1872 is vague, and 

unscientific and unworkable; and 

WHEREAS, the deficiencies of the law have been pointed out 

in detail by various and eminently qualified individuals and committees, 

including the Task Force on Natural Resources for the Commission on 

Organization of the Executive Branch of the Government (Hoover 

Commission) in its 1949 report entitled "Revision of Mining Laws"; 

and 

WHEREAS, the deficiencies of the law have resulted in 

hopeless confusion regarding title of lands supposedly granted to 

the various Western States; and 

WHEREAS, the status of title to mining claims seriously 

impedes both the Bureau of Land Management and the states fulfilling 

land grants; and 

WHEREAS, the Department of the Interior has caused to be 

introduced in the Congress proposed legislation which would require 

the recordation of mining claims in the appropriate federal land 

office and the Western States Land Commissioners believe that 

enactment of such legislation is in the best public interest; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Western States 

Land Commissioners' Association in its Annual Conference at 
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Ocean Shores Washington on August 21, 1969, that the President, 

the Congress of the United States of America, and the Public Land 

Law Review Commission be and they are hereby memorialized to enact 

legislation to require the recordation of all mineral locations, 

whether old or new, in the appropriate local office of the Bureau 

of Land Management; to require the Secretary of the Interior to 

expeditiously determine the validity or invalidity of such claims; 

and to authorize and direct indemnity to be made to the states for 

school and institutional lands lost because of the existence of valid 

mining claims. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Western 

States Land Commissioners ' Association be and is hereby directed to 

submit copies of this resolution to the President of the United 

States of America, the respective member states' delegations in 

Congress, the Chairman of the Public Land Law Review Commission, 

the Secretary of the Interior and the Director of the Bureau of 

Land Management. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 1 

Wilderness and Rivers Acts 

WHEREAS, Congress has enacted those certain statutes known and 

designated as The Wilderness Act of 1964, 16 U.S.C., Sec. 1131 et seq, 

and The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968, 82 Stat. 906, preserving 

certain areas of the United States in their natural conditions; and, 

WHEREAS, these statutes have produced certain legal and adminis

trative restrictions upon the affected States in their use, enjoyment and 

disposition of certain of their lands; and, 

WHEREAS, the member States of the Western States Land Commis

sioners ' Association recommend elimination of the aforesaid restrictions 

upon the use, enjoyment and disposition of their lands without impairing 

the purposes of the aforesaid statutes; and, 

WHEREAS, the State of Idaho has prepared a report upon the effects 

of said statutes upon the use, enjoyment and disposition of state lands, 

entitled "A DETAILED ANALYSIS OF THE EFFECTS OF THE WILDERNESS ACT OF 1964 

AND THE WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS ACT OF 1968 UPON LANDS OWNED BY THE STATE 

OF IDAHO AND THE POSSIBLE EFFECTS UPON LANDS OWNED BY OTHER STATES OF THE 

FEDERAL UNION", and has recommended therein certain amendments to the 

aforesaid statute or statutes for the purpose of preserving to the State 

the full measure of use, enjoyment and powers of disposition of State 

lands: 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Western States Land 

Commissioners' Association, in Santa Fe, New Mexico, assembled this 

4th day of September, 1970, that the said Association does hereby 

endorse the amendments to the aforesaid statutes recommended in said 

report and the Western States Land Commissioners' Association does 

urge upon the United States Congress passage of amendments to said 



statutes which will guarantee to all affected States the unencumbered 

rights of use, enjoyment and disposition of State land affected by 

said statutes. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Western States Land Commissioners' 

Association does not in any way seek to interfere with the intent, purpose 

or administration of the said statutes as applied to non-state land, it 

being the only purpose of this Resolution to secure control by the member 

States of their own respective lands. 



RESOLUTION NO. 2 

Public Land Law Review Commission 

WHEREAS, the Congress of the United States created a Public Land Law 

Review Commission in Public Law 88-606 and charged said Corrmission with 

making a "comprehensive review of (public land) laws, and the rules 

and regulations promulgated thereunder" as well as "the policies and 

practices of the Federal agencies charged with administrative 

jurisdiction over (public) lands insofar as such policies and 

practices relate to the retention, management, and disposition of those 

lands" in order "to determine whether and to what extent revisions 

thereof are necessary." 

WHEREAS, the said Commission has submitted such a report 

and recommendations pursuant to said statute entitled "One 

Third of the Nation's Land"; and, 

WHEREAS, said report will receive a comprehensive analysis 

by the members of this Association in order to provide for maximum 

effective participation in providing for implementation of the 

necessary revisions in the public land laws, rules and 

regulations, and policies and practices; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Western States Land 

Commissioners1 Association in Santa Fe, New Mexico assembled this 4th 

day of September, 1970, that the said Association does hereby 

express its appreciation and gratitude for the immense effort, 

diligence and comprehensive analysis expended in the research, 

investigation, compilation and composition of the aforesaid report. 
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